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CHAP. IL 
Of the CHORCH. 


Aint PETER, 1 Pet. 3. 15. bids us, to Sanfify 
C the Lord God in our hearts, and to be ready always to 
give an anſwer to every one that asketh us & reaſon ' 
of the Hope that is in us, with Meekneſs and Fear. And 
therefore it can never be improper, or unſeaſonable tor 
the moſt private Man to give an account of himſelf, ot 
his Belief, and Practice, eſpecially in a time when Re- 
ligion is ſo much controverted, that he may be corre- 
Red by others, if he be in any miſtake, ( which I call 
God to witneſs, in my Caſe. is not wiltul ) or it he be 
in the right, that he may ar leaſt by this Example, do 
ſome good in the World, and provoke others to an 
imitation. , | 

I do therefore freely own, That I am not ouly a 
Chriſtian at large, who believes Chriſt ro be come, and 
the Goſpel to be che Word of God, and Rule of Men, aud 
content my felt with a ſilent belief of this; bur 1 look 
on my felt as a Member of his Church, his Body, being 
admitted into it by Baptiſm, and enjoying ſingular Pri- 
vileges and Advantages by it; as having a right to all 
the Benefits which he purchaſed co his Church, and a 
ſhare in all the Prayers that are made tor it. 

This Church, or generality of Chriftians, hach ſeveral 
Parts, ſome of which are more pure, ſome more corrupt; 
bay all that hold the Efientials of Religion I eftzem to 

e ot it. And cho' it be ſpread over the whole World, 
et I look on it bur as One, Chriſt himſelt ſpeaking ot 
11s Church but as One, and accordingiy I profeſs it in my 
Creed. And I think it ought to be but One; tor the ſe- 
veral parts of it ought not only to believe the ſame Ar- 
ricles of Faith, but as far as is poſſible ro maintain the 
ſame Government, and keep up the fame out ward Order 
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and Adminiſtration of Affairs: That ſo whoſoever ſees 
them, may know them to be the ſame Kind of Men, 
tho' ſcattered into ſeveral Countries. And they ought 
to keep up Union, not only with one another, but eſpe. 
cially with the firit and pureſt Azes of Chriſtianity. For 
rhe Unity of rhe Churcli ſeems to require, That we ſhould 
endeavour as much to keep up Unity with the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, rho' we live ſo long after them in time, as it we 
had lived at rhe ſame time with them, bur far diſtanc 


from them as to place. And all the Members of the 
Catholick or Univerſal Church ought to be more One, 


to have a better agreement among themſelves, a cloſer cor- 
reſpondence and connexion, and a greater concern one 
for another, than the Mahometans have one for another, 
who profeſs the ſame Religion ; or than the Philoſophers 
of rhe ſame Se have, who hold the ſame Opinions. 

And for my part, I do what I can to keep up the Unity 
of it, by profeſſing Chriſt 2 with this Church, which 
is ſo pure a Part or Member of it. 

And indeed, next to the ſending of our Saviour into 
the World, I reckon my ſeif bound for ever to thank 
God, that by his All-wiſe, and Over-ruling Providence, 
le was pleaſed to order me to be Born in England, and 
to be Baptized here, and admitted into that part of his 


Church which is here by Law Eſtabliſhed, and which I 


do verily believe to be in all particulars, the trueſt, and 
moſt ſincere Part of the Carholick Church on Earth. 

Now by the Church of England, I underſtand that Bo. 
dy of Men, who, as to Church- Affairs, are United to- 
gether, under the ſame Principal Church - Officers, the 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons; and Communicate with 
them, and with one another, in all Religious Offices, ac- 
cording to the Liturgy, and Orders of our Church, pro- 
{eſs the Chriſtian Faith according to the Ancient Creeds, 
and the Thirty nine Articles, and are Governed accord- 
ing to the Canons and Laws of this Church. 

And this Church, thus Framed and Governed (as far 
as I can judge) I find to be very conſonant to the Scri- 
ptures, and in all material Points to be exactly corre- 
ſpondent to the Primitive Church, in its greateſt Puri- 

ty, viz under and preſently after the Apoſtles. ö 
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Of the Church. 3 
For it hath not only a ſubordination of Officers, 
which is neceſſary in all regular Governments whatſo- 
ever; but it hath the ſame Officers, Biſhops and Prieſts, 
both in Name and Authority, which ſeem ſpoken of in 
Seripture, which this Church always had, and all Chur- 
ches that I can read of, ever had till of late, and the 
Chureh Government that beſt agrees with a Monarchy 
in the State. 1 

And whatever other Men do, I eſteem it not a light 
Matter, what Church-Government is among us, it it 
were only for this, That this Church- Government hath 
been ſo Univerſally received by all that own themſelves 
Chriſtians, from all Antiquity ; I may juſtly think there 
was ſome neceſſity of ſuch an Inſtitution at firſt, and 
fear varying from ſuch an Order, as not being able to 
diſcern perhaps, all the ill conſequences of altering it. 

Bur I find alſo, That all other Nations, and particu- 
larly our own, were Converted under this Miniſtration, 
That this is the way by which fo many good Men have 
gone to Heaven; the principal of rhe Martyrs of the An- 
cient Church, as well as of our own, having been its Bi- 
fhops. And by the going bur in the way that ſo many 
good Men have gone in, I may hope fooner to meer” 
Chriſt, than in a By-way of my own Invention. 

And 1 find alſo this Church not only to be Governed 
by the ſame Governours, by which the Ancient Church 
was Governed, but alſo to have the ſame general Laws, 
and to execute the ſame kind of Orders (only where the 
Times will not give leave, or where there is a juſt Power” 
in our Church to change, or good Reaſon to vary) and 
to be the ſame way conſiſtent wich Monarchy, and ſub. 
ſervient to it, and ro the peace of the State by it. Be-. 
ſides, that it is the beſt way, and according to Hnmanc. 
Prudence, to keep out Hereſie, or Schiſm, and preſerve 
Union between the Members of the ſame Profeſſion. 

And laſtly, I admire this Government and Inſtitution, 
becauſe under it I am in no doubt ot the validity of che 
Ordinations of our Minifters, or of the validity of the 
Sacraments by them Adminiſtred. For we have our Order 
by a continued Succeſſion from the Ancients, and ſo 
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rom the Apoſtles, which is the only ordinary way that : 


know of, for a Man to be Commiſſionated to Act in 
Chriſt's Name. 

And. therefore, for one of our Nation, and Born 
within the Pale of our Church, to ſeparate himſelf from 
us, either from diilike of Epiſeopacy, or on pretence 
ot greater purity, I muſt needs think to be a very dange- 
rous practice. For I no more doubt there is ſuch a 
Si as Schijm, than I doubt there is ſuch a Sin as Mar- 

er. 

Further, I cannot bur admire at the want of Under- 
ſtanding (to ſay no worſe ) of thoſe Men who have en- 
deavour d of late years to run down Epiſcopacy in ge- 
neral, as Popiſh, ſeeing it is very evident, that Epiſco- 
pacy was from the very beginning of Chriſtianity, and 
many Ages before Popery, as by it are meant the Errors. 
of the Church of Rome. And if it muſt be called Popiſh, 
becauſe the Papiſts have ſuch as they call Biſhops; for 
the ſame reaſon a Man may call the Creed Popith, be- 
cauſe the Papiſts uſe and profeſs it: and a Man may 
call all the Gree+ and other numerous Eaſtern Chriſtian 
Churches Popiſh, chough in ſo many Points of Doctrine 
they are ſo contrary to the Church of Rome; but they 
agree with us in every conſiderable Point of doctrine, as 
well as in Epiſcopal Government; and this by a conti- 
nual Succeſſion from the firſt Ages, which is alſo another 
very ſtrong Argument on our fide. I 

Indeed, it is far from being true, That Epiſcopacy is 
2 Branch, or note of Popery, that I look on Epiſcopal 
Government, as the beſt way to keep out Popery, or * 
other Error. For Epiſcopacy, as Eſtabliſned in its Ju 
Rights and Power, utterly deſtroys the papal pretences; 
for this will bring the Biſhop. of Rome to his former 
tate, when he was look d on as no way differing from 
oti:er Biſhops, but only as he was Biſhop of a bigger City, 
and had a larger Dioceſs. And the Pope's Creatures were 
ſo aware.of this, that in the Council of Trent, when the 
Spaniſh. Biſhops would have Enacted Epiſcopacy to be of 


Divine Right, the Italians, the Pope's Creatures, preſent- 
ly fmclt out the conlequances;pt it, viz. That, 1 7 
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* Wich 


Of the Church. 


with other Biſnops, and therefore made all the Intereſt 


they could, That that Vote ſhould not paſs, and accord - 
ingly it was caſt out. And therefore I muſt look on the 
Pope as a greater Enemy ro Eoiſcopacy, than even Preſ- 
byrery ir ſelf. For Maſter Calvin himſelf did approve 
of Epiſcopacy ; only it could not ſo well be brought 
into Geneva , where there was a Popiſh Biſhop living, 
who was Lord of that City. But the Pope will allow 
of no Biſhops, in proper ſpeaking, but only himſelt; 
all Biſhops deriving their Power from him, he being the 
Head, and Root of Epiſcopal Power, as Cajetan hath de- 
rermined ; and all Biſhops: acting only wich his Leave, 
and by his Authority, and Grace, Swearing Obedience 
and Homage to him, as they do by the Oath which they 
muſt take when they are Conſecrated: All this makes 
them only the Pope's Servants, and ſcarcely fo good 
as his Deputies: To be ſure, they are not properly 
Biſhops in the true, and ancient Senſe ot it, as ſuch, 
who under Chriſt, had over their Presbyters, and People 
Supreme Power, as to Church- Affairs, and accountable. 
only to Chriſt, and to a Council of their Fellow - Biſnops 
often Meeting, and Conſulting together for the good of 
the whole. wy 

And as Biſhops in general are not Popiſh, ſo neither 
can our Biſhops Appointed and Conſecrared according to- 
the Orders of the Church of England, be with any Co- 
lour accuſed of Popery. For at their Ordination firſt, 
and Confecration afterwards, they all ſubſcribe to the. 
XIX. Articles, to the uſe of the Liturg, take the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and give all the cau- 
tion and ſecurity that one Man can give to another, of 
their Averſion to Popery, and ſteddineſs to the Church 
of England: And now beſides this, They take the Teſt, 
and Renounce Tranſabſtantiation, and the other great 
points of Popery, and particularly, diſclaim all Subject!- 
on to the Pope, or dependance on him, and this with 
abundance of Truth and Reaſon. 

For if Chriſtian Religion had been planted here from 
Rome, it doth not prove that we ought on that Account 
for ever to depend on Rome, or our Biſhops be ſubject 
to the Pope. For we can prove that Scat land, ſome. 

parts 
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6 Of the Church. 
parts of Germany, and other places, received their Chri- 
ſtianity from England: And yer they will not allow us to 
challenge power over thoſe places upon that account ſtill 
in Spirituals. But it is evident, That we did not ſo much 
as receive our Religion from any of the Biſhops of Rome, 
dur had it planred here, either by the Apoſtles, or Apo- 
ſtolical Men; as is fully made our, eſpecially of late, by 
thoſe great and Learned Members of our Church, Arch. 
Biſhop Uſher, the Biſhop of St. Aſaph, and Dr. Stilling- 
fleet, Dean of St. Pauls. | 

Indeed, when Chriſtianity was almoſt deſtroyed in 
the Eaſtern parts of this Iſland by the Saxons, who were 
Heathens, the Biſhop of Rome ſent Auguſtine to Convert 
ſome of thoſe Saxons; but he found many Biſhops in 
this Countrv, who altogether diſowned any dependance 
on Rome, and would pay no obedience to the Pope; pro- 
ſeſſing they awed no more ſervice to him, than to any 
other good Biſhop and pious Chriſtian, And more- 
over, we in England may juſtly plead the privilege of 
the Kingdom of Cyprus, according to the Council of E- 
pheſus, of being a diſtin National Church, without de- 
pendence on any other. 

And as thus in point of Right, we can juſtifie our not 


deing ſubject to Rome, ſo alſo in point of Fact, we can 
/- Tay, The Pope never had any ſettled and quiet Foſſeſſion, 


and exerciſe of Power here, ar leaſt, for any conſidera- 
le time together, as is at large evidenced from what Mr. 
Prynn and others have collected; and all our Statutes of 
Proviſoes, and Premunire's do ſnew how little hold here 
the Pope was by our Laws allowed, or owned to have. 


And tho' many did appeal to Rome, it was againſt Law: 


and therefore, That gives the Pope no more Right here, 
than many People's being Traiterous, and paying Ho- 
mage to an Uſurper, doth annul the Right and Title 
of the Lawful Prince. 

If the Pope ever had any Power here, it could not be 
by a Divine, but a humane conſtitution, by the appro- 
bation of the King and Nation; and that every power hath 
ſor good reaſons annull'd this Liberty, and revok'd this 
Grant, and made it High Treaſon, or ar leaſt a Præmunire, 
to have any thing to do with the Pope or See of Hon, 
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and whatever Reaſons there ever could be for holding a 
friendly correſpondence with the Biſhop of Rome, I am 
ſure there were and are as good, or greater Reaſons for 
denying it now, and forbidding all Appeals to Rome z 
not only by reaſon of the vaſt Sums of Money drawn our 
of the Narion (all great Ecclefiaſtical Caufes being Judg'd 


ata Foreign Tribunal, and all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons made 


to depend on another juriſdiction) bur alſo we having 
found by woful experience, how great an Enemy the 
Pope was to our Peace, all Tranſactions with him were 
and are by our Laws moſt juſtly forbidden. | 

And theretore we being thus a Legally conſtiruted 
National Church, had conſequently full power to reform 
our ſelves, without asking the Biſhop of Rome's leave, 
(wlzen we found many Errors by degrees crept in a- 
mong us.) Nor can we with any ſne of Reaſon, or Con- 
ſcience, be charged with Schiſm on that account; for 
we arc ready to juſtifie to the World as we have done it 
abundantly) that we have only caſt off Errors, or ſuch 
things as cught to be rejected, and have retained, or 
received, nothing but what is Neceſſary, or Lawful. 
And it is a hard caſe that we muſt be forced to ask the 
Pope's leave for us to grow better Chriſtians; and it 
is yet a harder caſe, if he ſhould be unwilling, and not 
ſuffer us ſo to de. 

And one particular National Church cannot, without 
great impropriety, be ſo much as charged with Schiſm, 
trom another National Church, ſuch as that at Rome is, 
bur from the Univerfal Church So that it is a kind 
of Non-ſenſe for us, even ro be charged with being 
Schiſmaticks from Rome, unleſs Rome be all the World, 
or a Particular be an Univerſal, | 

Ours is the National Religion; and for the firſt Ten 
Years of Queen Elizabeth, the Papiſts did Communicate 
with us till the Bull of Pius IV. Anno 1542, though 
our Reformation was then fully ſettled. So that They 
are bound to anſwer ir, why they join not ſtill in Com- 
munion with us. And I hold my ſelf bound to Obey 
this Church in all its Lawful Commands; it having as 
much power as any other Church in the World, over 
its own Members, though it is leſs Imperious in its Com- 
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mands, and pretends not to a Domiuion over our Faith. 
And therefore moſt highly do I Honour and Revere 
this Church, thus Apoſtolically Governed, and Legal- 
ly Eſtabliſhed, and of all things in this World dread its 
Cenſures. For I cannot but reckon, That thoſe great 
Privileges and Promiſes, granted by Chriſt to his Church, 
Matth. 18. muſt belong co this Church, which 1s ſo tru- 
ly Chriſtian. And I am ſo far from Slighting or Deſpi- 
ing its Authority, becauſe it doth nor ſo imper iouſly Curſe 
its enemies, or doth not pretend to inflict temporal pu- 
niſnments on Delinquents, that I revere it the more on 
this very account. For God will be never the leſs ſevere 
againſt a Rebellious Son, becauſe the Father did only 
with pity and tenderneſs rebuke him, and deſire to re- 
claim him. And it hath been of old obſerved, That 
where, and when the Church had leſs Secular Aid, there 
God did ina more ſpecial manner vindicate it himſelt. 
As to the other ſubordinate parts of our Government 
under the Biſhops, ſuch as Archdeacons, Deans and 
Chapters, and the ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical Courts, I think 
none can deny, but cither theſe very Orders, or ſome- 
what like them, is neceſſary to the good of the whole, 
and the regular adminiſtration of Affairs under the Bi- 
fhop ; and theſe very Orders have been fo long among 
us, that they can plead the preſcription of very many 
hundred years, and are ſo interwoven with our Laws, 
and the frame of our Government, and we have been 
fo long uſed to them, that they have every way a firm 
and ſetled Right among us; and nothing in this Lite 
can be ſtable, nor right certain, if, to other Arguments, 
a preſcription. of ſo many hundred years ſhall not be va- 
lid; for it is an ancienter Right than any Man can ſheiy 
for his eſtate: And for theſe reaſons, do I fully approve 
of them. And whatever fault is in any of them, I muſt 
needs aſcribe it to the Perſons, rather than to the nature 
of the Offices. Much leſs can the Church be charged 
with blame, which, Iam ſure, by her Canons, deſigns 
the preventing all thoſe abuſes committed; and if the. 
Limes ac prelent will allow of a better, let every man 
bear his cu burden. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. Il. 
Of Chriſtian Belief. 


ND as I find this Church thus Rightly Conſlituted, 
and under a Government the moſt truly agreeable 
ro the Apoſtolical Pattern, and the practice of all Ages: 
So I cannot but admire it more, if poſſible, for the 
ſoundneſs of irs Faith and Doctrine. 1 
For as it makes a true Faith neceflary, as well as pra- 
ctice; ſo it reſolves this Faith into the true Author, and 
Object of it, God; it being moſt agreeable, that we 
ſhould learn from him, what to believe of him, and by 
what actions to pleaſe him. 

Now he hath, in his Goodneſs, ordered certain Books 
to be written by Men inſpired by him, that do contain 
all that God would have us know, as from him, in order 
to our Salvation. And theſe Books all together, we call 
the Bible, or Holy Scriptures, And this Book I am by the 
Church of England Taught, to look on as a compleat 
Rule of Faith and Manners: And that neither a Man's 
own private Spirit, or Reafon, nor the Authority and 
Commandsot any Men ought to be liſtened or attend to 
in oppoſition to it. | 

I reckon alſo that this Scripture is clear enough, as to 
all neceſſary points, to them that will make it their bu- 
ſineſs without prejudice, to conſider and underſtand it: 
And whatever hath been ſaid againſt it, I find none, but 
only feeming Contradictions and Oppoſitions in it, which 
do allow of a very favourable Interpretation, and Recon- 
ciliation: And that even theſe ſeeming difficulties, and 
contradictions, as well as the divers Tranſlations of Scri- 
pture, and the various Readings, are chictly, or only in 
Imall and indifferent Caſes, which concern not the El- 
ſence of our Religion, And to reconcile theſe ſeeming 
Oppoſitions, and to explain the whole, is a great part of 
the, Office and Duty of the Clergy, the Biſhops, Pricſts, 
and Deacons who are bound to inſtru the people out 
of this Book, and to convince the Gain-ſayers. 

And though St. Peter ſays, Many do wreſt the Scriptures 
to their own deſtruction; yet I look on it as à very a 
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and neceſſary, that this Scripture ſhould be in the Vul- 
gar Language, and often Read by the People; That fo 
they themſelves may ſee, and know the Law, by which 
they muſt be judged; that they may be ſatisfied the 
Clergy do not impoſe on them, and teach them a Reli- 
gion of their own invention; and ſeeing every Man 
muſt be judged at the laſt Day ſeverally by himſelf, and 
according to what he himſelf hath done; ir ſeems ne- 
ceflary, that he ſhould now firſt judge for himſelt, 
whatever help or aſſiſtance he may have from another to 
make a right ſudgment. 

And this ſufficiency, and clearneſs of the Scripture, is 
the reaſon why I do nor depend on the Authority or 
Credir of the Pricſt that Expounds it , or Preacheth 
from it, but on the Scripture ir ſelf; he being always 
bound to bring ſome clear paſſage of Scripture for the 
proof of what he faith. And therefore I do not look on 
any thing that he ſaith as Infallible, any further than it 
is conſonant to Scripture : Nor do I reckon any Infallible 


Interpreter at all to be given to the Church. For it there 


were any infallible Interpreter of the Word, and Will 
of God, doubtleſs it would of all things been the moſt 
plainly ſaid, and the moſt frequently referred to in Scri- 
pture, becauſe of the infinite uſe of knowing it, and 
the danger of being ignorant of it; and God in his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, would never have put ſo many 
particulars into the Scripture, which there is no ſuch 
need we ſhould know, and leave any thing out of Scri- 


pture, which it is ſo adſolately neceſſary we ſhould 


know, 

And though it is true, That the Church did convey 
down to us the Books of Scripture, and ſo we receive 
the Scripture from the Church, as ſome of the Fathers 
have ſaid; yer it doth not hence follow, That the 
Scripture received its Authority from the Church, or that 
the Church is above the Scripture, and to be believed 
before ir, For the Scripture received irs Authority on- 
ly from God, who inſpired thoſe Men that wrote it; and 
the Church in conveying down the Scripture to us, is to 
be looked on only as a Witneſs of ſuch Books being wrir- 
ten by Divinely Inſpired Men: but not as giving us thoſe 

| hg Books 
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Books by its own Authority, to be received by us as Di- 
vinely Inſpired. For all that we need prove 3 
the Scripture, is, That it was written by ſuch and ſuc 
Men, and received as Divinely Inſpired. Now even Hu- 
mane Teſtmony is ſufficient to prove this, without any 
Authority. And therefore to argue for the neceſſity of 
Infallibility, or Divine Authority in the Church, to aſſure us 
which is the Scripture, is the ſame thing, as if we would 
admit only of a King and Parliament's Teſtimony, or Au- 
chority ro prove, That ſuch an Act of Parliament was 
formerly made. And therefore I may juſtly look on the 
Scripture as Infallible, tho' the Church that conveys it 
down to us 1s fallible. For otherwiſe, it the Church 
muſt be eſteemed Infallible in every thing becauſe She 
conveys down to us the Scriptures, which all own to be 
infallible; by the ſame reaſon, the Keeper of the Re- 
cords of the Tower, or any where elſe, may urge that his 
Word ought to go as far as any of thoſe Records, becauſe 
he hath the keeping of them. And therefore as I may 
believe the Records, bur diſcredit the Man; ſo Lay 
believe the Scripture, tho' 1 believe not the Church. 
Beſides, a Man may tell one thing true, but lye in many 
others; ſo the Church may be believed in handing 
down to us the Scripture, becauſe it hath all collateral E. 
vidence to ſtrengthen its Teſtimony; but yet need not be 
believed in every thing elſe, which ſhe pretends to. Tho! 
the Church of England will diſown nothing that cafi be 
proved to have been Received and Practiſed by the 
whole Church, from the Apoſtles Days; ſuch as the Canon 
of Scripture, the keeping the Firſt Day of the Week Holy, in- 

ead of the Seventh, Inſant-Baptiſm, Epiſcopacy, &c. but 
very ſtrictly inſiſts on them; becauſe She reckons her ſelf 
bound to keep up Unity with the firſt and pureſt Ages, 
and cannot think it probable, or poſſible, That an Uni- 
verſal Practice, contrary to the Deſign of Chrift and his 
Apoſtles, ſhould prevail immediately after, and even 
during the Apoſtle's Days. SET 
But ſtill we cannot allow of all things that the Church 
of Rome pretends an univerſal and conſtant Practice of; 
ſuch as Prayers to Saints, Prayers for the Dead, Tranſub- 
Stantiation, Adoration of the Hoft, Submiſſion to the Pope's 
SB upremacy, 
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Supremacy, &c. For they notoriouſly falfifie in their 
Quotations to this purpoſe, as any one will ſee that ſhall 
withour prejudice, read their Books, and ours, written 
on theſe Subjects. Much leſs do we own any infallibility 
of Tradition, or make what is delivered down to us by it, 
to be of equal Authority with the Scripture, as the Coun- 
ci] of Trent exprefly doth, For Chriſt hath no where 
told us, That he would deliver ſome things by word of 
mouth, td be handed down to all Ages, which fhall be 
of che ſame Neceſſity, and Infallibiliry, with what is 
written in Scripture, Nor is there intimation of any 
Man or number of Men's being to extraordinarily gui- 
ded and aſſiſted, as without Errour to convey down to us 
this Oral Tradition. And if they rely only on the general 
Promiſes made to the whole Church, of Chriſt's being 
by his Spirit preſent with it, we ſee not why a ſmall part 
of the whole Church, viz. Thoſe of the Roman Commu. 
nion, ſhould take this Promiſe to it ſelf, any more than 
the Reformed Weſtern, or Eaſtern Churches; unleſs it can 
be pppved, Thar the Italians have better Memories, or 
are Noneſter Men, and ſo fitter ro convey down old Tra- 
ditions to us, than the Greeks or others; which, I be- 
lieve, will be a hard matter to prove. There fore we 
both deny any Tradition to be of equal Authority with 
the Scripture, and eſpecially we find no number of Men 
fit for the hand ing down { 

were given at fir 
any certain number of Men, telling us that, This, or 
That is ſuch Infallible Tradition, and think our ſelves 
bound to believe them, ſay 
yer this 1s plainly the Caſe with the Church of Rome 


concerning Tradition: They are not ſo ſollicitous that 


we ſhould in all things believe, and do as the Ancient 
Church did, but as the preſent Church of Rome would 
have us; ſor they know that we Appeal in Caſes, to 
the Ancient Primitive Church, and Challenge to be judg- 
ed by it. And they know alſo, that the Ancient Church 
hach believed, and acted otherwiſe in many particulars 
than they now do. But all their ſtickling for Tradition 
is to this purpoſe, that they may bur ger this one little 
Point, That Tradition is Infallible, and that they are the 


only 


uch a Tradition to us, if it 
And yet much leſs can we rely on 


they what they will. And 
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only Conveyers of itz that is That they are Infallible, 
and that conſequently we muſt believe, and do in eve- 
ry thing as they bid us. For nothing elſe is allowed 
for Tradition in the Church of Rome, but whar the 
preſent Church ſays, and declares to be Tradition; and 
this being granted by us, there would be an end of all 
Diſpute. For then they may teach us a new Religion, 
2 new Goſpel, and ſay they have Tradition for it, and 
who cau gainſay it? and ſo make us deny our old one, 
that Chriſt and the. Apoſtles taught us: But we have nat 
fo learned Chriſt. 2 12 

Beſides, I confeſs, I ſee not any neceſſity of an In- 
fallible Judge in che world. Nor hath. God in his 
Providence been wanting to his Church, in not pro- 
viding one, as ſome of the Church of Rome have Bla- 
ſphemouſly argued. For ſeeing he hath given us, in the 
Scripture, a Rule and Foundation to Proceed on, and 
our own Reaſon to apply it ro our ſelves, and make uſe 
of it to our own purpoſes, I ſee not why we may not 
make uſe of this Book for its purpoſes, as well as we make 
uſe of other Books for other purpoſes. And why can- 
not God ſpeak his Will as plainly to be underſtood, as 
Men can, and do daily? And it there be Truth delive- 
red in Scripture, why ſhould not all Men be able to ap- 
prehend and diſcover it? Seeing Truth is but one, and 
Reaſon is the ſame to all, and eſpecially ſecing we ſhall 
be Judged, every Man for himſelf, and by a God that 
knows our hearts, who ſees with what ſincerity of heart 
or with what byaſs and ill inclination, we apply this 
Rule to our ſelves. | 

Altho' if there were an Infallible Judge at Rome, ac- 
cording to. their way of reaſoning, it would not be 
much to the advantage of the Church, eſpecially of us 
that live ſo far from Rome. For ſeeing I cannot hear 
the Pope himſelf ſpeak, they muſt all be Infallible, that 
to the fourth or fifth hand perhaps, convey what he 
ſaith to me; for if any of theſe miſtake, or wil- 
fully deceive me; What muſt I do? Nay, it I were ar 
Rome, the Pope cannot be ſpoke to at all hours; for 
he takes ſtare on himſelf ſomerimes, and ſometimes 
hath che Gout, and other infirmities incident to old 

: Men, 
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Men, and doth not love to be diſturbed by every one. 
And yet if I ſhould ſpeak with him, I perhaps ſhould 
not be much rhe wiſer. For to make a full uſe of ſuch 
an Infallible Judge, we muſt be as Infallible as he; 
for we may miſtake him without an Infallible Spirit; 
and if he doth tell me true, and I do not apprehend, 
or receive it ſo, I am ſtill in a bad caſe, And yet it is 
evidient that the words of an n or Inter- 
preter, may be miſtaken, For our Bleſſed Savour him- 
ſelſe was miſunderſtood, both by the Fews, and by his 
Diſeiples ſometimes. And what ſhall we ſay then of 
this pretended Inſalliblè Judge on the Seven Hills, who 
is ofren a Man of the weakeſt Underſtanding and not al- 
ways of the greateſt. clearneſs of Expreſſion, and who 
doth not know Truth himſelf? For ſometimes he hath 
excuſed himſelf from Judging in a Caſe in Divinity, by 
alledging that be was not bred a Divine, and therefore did 
not underſtand the Queſtion. And yet merhinks, Know- 
ledge is ſomewhat neceſſary in order to Infallibility. 


Befides, if he ſhould by chance, ſpeak a very true Sen- 


rence, but doth not know what it means, and there- 
fore cannot explain it to me, I may eaſily miſtake him, 
or apply what he ſaith to an improper purpoſe. For 
words are ambiguous, and ſome Mens Notions are found 


to fit things ſo well, that they often rake the one for 


the ocher. And yet if there be any need of this Infal- 
lible Judge, there will be conſtant need of him; it will 
not be enough for him to ſpeak now and then in a Ge- 
neral Council, but very often, or always to fit, and 


have application made to him, according to their own 


Principles, and ways of Arguing ; becauſe there arc 
new Diſputes, Queſtions and Hereſies that are railed al- 


moſt daily; (for if the Pope can give any one ſtanding 


Rule for reſolving all Doubts, and defining Doctrines, 
we ſhould be apt to think that God may have given this 
himſelf in Scripture ; and this would ſpoil his Trade; ) 


and it a Man hath not this Infallible Judge ready to 


reſolve him, be he never ſo deſirous of knowing truth, he 
may die in Hereſy, and his cafe then muſt be very bad. 
So that there is an abſolute neceſſity of a Man's living 


very near the Pope, or elſe he can have no tolerable. 


ſecu- 
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ſecurity of himſelf, but he may be in ſome conſidera- 
ble Error. And the People of Rome muſt be the only hap- 
py People in this Life, that only are ſure of the true Ca- 
tholick Religion, as living ſo under the conſtant drop- 
pings of Infallibility. And yet I believe Rome is the laſt 
place in the World to which the Prieſt would ſend you, 
to make you a Catholick. But how it it happen 
after all this, That this old Gentleman at Rome dare not 
ſpeak even what he thinks, for fear of ang' ring this, or 
that Party, French, or Spaniſh? Or when a Queſtion is put 
to him, as concerning the immaculate Conception of the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin, he ſees that if he derermine it either ways he 
ſhall loſe, or at leaſt diſoblige a very powerful and nu- 
merous Order, and therefore uſeth all the Tricks of 
Tergiverſation and delay that can be, that he may not 
be forced to decide the Controverſie; as we know it 
happen'd within theſe 70. years. If this Gentleman did 
know more than other Men, what would his knowledge 
ſignifie if he were afraid to own or declare what he 
knows? Therefore let them decide their own Contro- 
verſies firſt, by this their Infallible Judge, before they 
pretend to impoſe him upon us. Will any Man believe 
me that I have an Infallible Cure for the Gour, when 
he ſees me lie groaning under it all the Year round? And 
therefore not till they have determined among them- 
ſelves the Queſtion of the immaculate Conception, of the 
Power of the Pope, beſides or without, Council; and 
coflvinced the French King and Clergy, of the Pope's 
Infallibility, and abſolute unlimited Authority, and of the 
nullity of the Liberties of the Gallican Church; ſhall we 
ever think they believe themſelves, when they ſay the 
Pope is Infallible? Or if he be, I am ſure it is ro as lit- 
tle purpoſe,as if he were not. So that Infallibility is only 
a long word to amuſe People. It is down-right Force 
that doth all things in the Church of Rome; and, as 1 
dare ſay, at this time it will be granted me, the king of 
France's Army ſignifies more than the Pope's Infallibility, 
5 2 Converting of his own Subjects to the Romiſh 

aith, 
And though we allow not of any Infallibility reſident 
in any Man, or number of Men on Earth, yet we have 
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as great a certainty of the Truth of our Religion, as the 
Matter is capable of. We have all the Froofs of the 
Reality of our Bleſſed Saviour's Appearing in the world, 
of the Apoſtles Preaching according to his. Will, and com- 
mitting to Writing the ſubſtance of what they Taught, 
in choſe Books which we call the New Teſtament; and we 
have all the evidence of the Truth, and Uncorruptneſs, 
and alſo of the ſenſe and meaning of thoſe Books, that 
we can expect, and that a matter of that Nature will al- 
low of; aad think no Man in his wits will require more. 

And according to this Church alſo, I allow of the 
Three Creeds, called by the Names of the Apo/tte, Nicene, 
and Athanaſian Creeds; both becauſe they are conſonant 
to, and the very ſubſtance of the Scriptures, as to the 
great Points of our Belief; and alſo for the Anriquity of 
their Compoſure, and the general Aſſent and Recep- 
tion that they have found for ſo many Ages in the 
Church of Chriit. For I have a very great Reverence 
for whatever can be proved very Ancient in Religion, 
and to have been generally received by the Church; as 
we profeſs a wonderful reſpe& for the four firſt General 
Councils, which Pope Gregory I. ſaid he Reverenc'd as 
the Four Evangeliſts. For by giving this attention to the 
Ancients, we go the beſt way to keep our Religion rhe 
ſame, and alſo maintaining Unity with them, So that if 
they were part of the true Church of Chriſt, ſo are we; 
and if it would have been our Duty to have kept Unity 
with them, if we had lived in the ſame Age with them, 


but in Countries remote from them; it is as much our 


Duty to preſerve the ſame Uniry with them, though we 
live fo long after them, ſeeing we pretend ro be Nem- 
bers of the ſame Body of Chriſt with them. 

But though we allow thus of the Ancient Creeds, yet 
we cannot approve of thoſe Addirions, which Pope 
Pius Iv. had the Confidence to make to the Nicene Creed, 


according to the Definitions of the Council of Trent, 


where atrer the laſt words of the Nicene Creed, I look 

for the Reſurrection of the Body, and the Life 
] he Words of the World to come, He adds theſe Points, Of 
of Pope Pi- Seven Sacraments properly „ called; of a pro- 
's Creed. per and propitiatory Sacrifice in the Maſs for 


quick 
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quick and dead; of Tranſubſtantiation ;, of Communion in one 
Kind; of Purgatory; of Invocation of Saints; of the Venera- 
tion of their Reliques; of the Veneration of the Images of 
Chriſt, and the Bleſſ:d Virgin, and other Saints; of Indulgen- 
ces; of the Church of Rome, as Mother and Miſtreſs of all 
Churches : Concluding, that this is the true Catholick Faith, 
out of- which no Man can be Saved. | 

For theſe Articles are neither conſonant ro Scripture, 
nor Antiquity ; they were added by an unjuſtand illegal 
Authority, after the Decrees of a pack'd Aſſembly of 
Men; all the ancient Church, as well as the bigger, and 
better part of the Modern Church, diſowning them; that 
is, the Doctrines were firſt eſtabliſned by the Biſhop of 
Rome, and theſe Articles, pur ſuant to thoſe Doctrines, 
were added to the Creed by the Biſhop of Rome, and his 
Creatures, as if his Confcience and Judgment were to be 
a Model for all other Men's. And yer to theſe Articles are 
the Clergy of Italy, France, Spain, &c. bound to ſubſcribe 
28 well as to the Trinity it ſelf, and the Incarnation of 

the Son of God, or his Reſurretion from the Dead. 

But we keep only to the Creeds themſelves, without 
any additions. And for a right underſtanding them, and 
to prove them conſonant to Scriprure, and pure Antiqui- 
ty, we have ſeveral Books to help us, and efpecially thar 
incomparable Expoſition of the Apoſtles Cree, made by 
che moſt Learned, the late Biſhop of Cheſter, | 

And theſe Creeds I nor only fully believe, but I verily 
think it my Duty and Advantage to profeſs oſten accord- 
ing to the Orders of our Church. For by ſo doing, | 
live in an actual profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, ac- 
cording to my vow of Baptiſm. I keep a Summary of my 
Beliei conſtancly in my Head, and yet every Article is 
of great Moment, if we mind the Conſequences of it. 
And whilſt I keep but this Epitome of my Chriſtian Faith 
preſent ro my thoughts, I ſhall not ſo eaſily be ſeduc'd 
into any Error in Belief or Practice, which is contrary 
to it. 

I approve alſo of the Books of the Apocr ypha, at leaſt 
ſome of them, to be read for the inſtruction of the People, 
as a kind of Comment on the 0/d Teſtament, or ſome- 
what between tlie Old and New Teſtament, For we find 


{ſome 


| 
| 
| 
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ſome kind of Dawnings of Chriſtianity in them. But 


am taught not to reckon them of equal Authority wich 


the Scriptures, nor do we eſtabliſh any Point of Doctrine 


on them; they having not been received by the Fewiſh 
Church before our Saviour's time, as Divinely Inſpired; 
but were written after the ſealing up of e under 
the Old Law, and before the Revelation of God's Will 
by the Goſpel And they not having any Original Au- 
thority in ghemſelves, as written by Prophets, it is im- 
poſſible the Church ſnould now give them the Authori- 
ty of Divinely Inſpired Books, as the Council of Trent 
pretends to do. For the Church cannot make him a Pro- 
phet, that really was no Prophet, nor own'd tor ſuch for 
many hundreds of years. 


„A IL 
Of Gaſpel. Obedience. 


ND I find alſo that in this Church a good and ho- 

ly life is as much urged, reckoned as neceſſary, 

and, I bleſs God, I think I can ſay as much practiſed 
as any where elſe in the World. 

Indeed, we confefs that there is no Man that lives, 
and converſeth in the World, but ſinneth; Chriſt being 
the only Perſon without fin Original and Actual. And 
that after the very beſt things that we do, we are ſtill in 
Truth and Juſtice, to account of our ſelves but as un- 
profitable Servants, and that we do but what was our Duty 
to do. And therefore we cannot think it poſſible tor 
us to merit any thing, in ſtrict Juſtice, at the hand of 
God; all the power and ability by which we de any 
rhing of good, being of his giving. And therefore of 
the beſt of our actions we ſay with St. Paul, They are of 
the ability which God giveth. But though a perſect, unſin- 
ning Obedience is not to be expected here, yer ſtill we 
reckon that the beſt Obedience we can per form, is ne- 
ceſſary; that it is not ſufficient for us to believe, Salvation 
being promiſed to ſuch a Faith only as is productive of 


| good Works. 8 | 


As 


. 
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As to the concurrence ef God's Grace, I reckon it 
abſolutely neceſſary in order to my doing any thing as 
| ought, And tho' I cannot deine to a point, juſt how 
far Go1 works, and how fur we work in every good acti- 
on, yet I am ſure I can d ſomewhat through God that 

rengthens me; and I am ſure alſo that God worketh in 
me to will, and to do, and that he will do more and 
more for me, according as I make a good uſe of the Grace 
thar he gives me, and pray to him for more ſtrengrh, 
and therefore that I am ſomewhat active both in uſing 
of Mercies; and in praying for more Grace, And I am 
ſure I anſwer objections, and ſatisſie all difficulties, 
if I thus aſcribe all the good that I do to God aſſiſting 
me, and take all my failings and weakneſſes to my felt. 
And on this Ground as I ſhew my ſelf the neceſſity of 


doing rhe beſt that I am able, and cut of all plea of 


Merit for my ſelf or others; ſo I ſhew alſo the neceſſi- 
ty of Prayer to God for his Grace, and lay a Foundati- 
6n for Thankfulneſs ro him. | 

For now by the New Covenant there is a ſtri& ob- 
ligation to all kind of Chriſtian Duties, tho' there is al- 
lowance made for humane frailties and infirmities. There 
is a way made through the ſuffering and merits of Chriſt 
for forgiveneſs on Repentance: But ſtill it is more accep- 
table with God, that we live ſo, as far as it is poſſible, as 
to need no Repentance. 

I reckon good Works therefore abſolutely neceſſary 
in order to Salvation, but that it is not ſo much the 
Actions themſelves, as the Mind and Temper, and De- 
ſign which they are done with, or the Chriſtian Prin- 
ciples which they proceed from, called Faith in Scrip- 
ture, to which the worth of them is to be aſcribed, and 
for which they are accepted of God through the Merits 
and Mediation of Chriſt. 

The good works which are required of us, as Chriſti- 
ans, in the New Teſtament, and in the Ten Commands, or the 


Moral part of the 0/4 Teſtament, all Duties and Vertues 
there commanded I reckon my ſelf bound, as I am able, 
to perform; and all Sins or Actions there fortidden, I 
make Conſcience to abſtain from; and do not think 
that by obeying one command I am free from others; 
or that becauſe there are fins greater and leſs, yet that 
any are perfectly Venial. C 
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I reckon my ſelf bound alſo to obey the commands 
of my Lawful Governours, both in Church and Stare, 
not only for Peace and Order's fake, but for the ſake of 


God who hath commanded me ſo to do, and am wil. 


lung to forgoe my own Right often, and deny my own 


Profit, rather than diſobey, or oppoſe a command of my} ; 


Lawful Governours, where I can obey them without fin, 
But I Religiouſly abſtain from ſetting up the Commands 
ot Men in oppoſition to the Commands of God, and can- 
not think that I ſhall be excvſable, if I obey the Com- 
mands of Men to the neglect of the Commands of God. 
And therefore for Example ſake, tho' I pay all deterence 
. and obedience to the Laws of the Church, as knowing 
that God has bid me to obey it; yet I dare not do, 
as is done in the Church of Rome, when the Church Com- 
mands me one thing, and the Laws of God the contra- 
ry, fay, God bids me obey the Church, and therefore it is all 
one which of the two 1 obey. For God only bids me obey 
the Church in ſuch caſes as are not defined by the Laws 
of God; bur dorh nor give the Church leave to Com- 
mand any thing contrary to God's Law, nor oblige me 
co attend to it, or obey it, if ir ſhould ſo command. 

I thankfully own, and frequently commemorate the 
Blefſed Son of God's coming into the World to die for 
us, and ſatisfie for our Sins; but yer I think not, that he, 
by his Sufferings, hath either excuſed me from Obedi- 
ence to God's Commands, or exempted me from Pu- 
niſnment, if I obſtinarely perſevere in my Diſobedience. 
For by Chriſt's coming, I am, if poſſible, more obliged 
to a good life, being now obliged roa ſtricter obedience 
out of Love and Kindneſs to him, who hath done and 
kuffered fo much for me. Ard all his commands are 
Laws, which are ſtrictly tobe obeyed by me; only there 
is now a proviſion made, that fincere and hearty obe- 
dience, though mingled with many imperfections, (as 
it will always be whilſt we live in theſe houſes of Clay) 
ſhall for the ſake of Chriſt be looked on as if it were 
perfect, and our failings will in mercy be forgiven, if 
we immediately repent us truly of them, and beg God's 
Pardon for them, and reſolve for the tuture, by the 
aſſiſtance of God, to leave them. 


And 
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And there fore I gratefully own the Doctrine of Re- 
pentance, and the hopes of Pardon on Repentance; but 
yer I think that it doth not at all encourage fin, nor is 


it to be look'd on by us before we fin, only it is provi- 
| ded to prevent deſpair when we have ſinned, and there 


is no other remedy, And it is a double Affront to 
God for me to fin on hopes of Pardon on my Repen- 
tance. For by this means I both break his Laws, and al- 
ſo abuſe his Mercy; and the moſt fevere Puniſnments 


are threatned to ſuch a courſe. 


* — —— * = - 
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And if the Doctrine of Repentance, or of Pardon up- 
on Repentance, will not give me any liberty to ſin, nor 
excuſe me if I fin wil fully; then much leſs can expect 
a diſpenſation from Obedience ro the Laws of God any 
other way. 

And by Repentance I do not underſtand, only a bare 
Confeſſing that I have finned, and ſorrow tor it, only out 
of fear of puniſhment, which they call Attrition, bur rec- 
kon Contrition eſſential to Repentance, and neceſſary to 
the Pardon of my fins; viz. that I be heartily grieved 
for the heinouſneſs of my ſins in themſelves, and their 
being ſo diſpleafing in the fight of God; and am fully 
pur poſed and reſolved, by the bleſſing of God, to live 
better for the future; and alſo, that neither by the pow- 
er of the Prieſt, nor any other wav, can this Attrition 
be turned into Contrition, or be ſufficient for Repentance 
and Pardon, F 

I reckon that every good work done thus by God's 
Aſſiſtance, and with an honeſt mind, is well pleaſing to 
God, and will, if we perſevere, in due time, have its re- 
ward. But this is to be aſcribed to his own Goodnets, and 
the Merits of Chriſt, not to any worth or merit in the 
Actions themſelves. For how can a few good Actions, 
and mingled with many Failings, or a whole courſe of 
ſuch Actions, for the little while we live upon Earth, 
bear any proportion to, much leſs deſerve eternal Re- 
wards in the world ro come? Eſpecially how can any man 
pretend to Merit at his hands, by whoſe very Aid ard 
Aſſiſtance we do any thing that is good? For of the beſt of 
our Actions, we muſt in truth and juſtice ſay, as David 
ſaid of his own, and his Princes Offerings, 1 Chron, 29. 

83 2 14. 
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29. 14. All things come of thee, and of thy own have we 
given to Thee. | 

I do not think that I do my Duty ſuqciently by ab- 
ſtaining from evil. For there are Affirmative as well a 
Negative Commands; and if I only ſhould eſchew Evil, 
and not endeavour to do Good, I muſt, according to the 
Tenor of the Goſpel, be reckoned among the unprofit a- 
ble Servants. eg | 

And in this conſideration I take care not only to avoid 
the Sins, which I ſee many Chriſtians too much indulge, 
or which Iam, by Temper, Education, Cuſtom, or 
Company, more than ordinary inclined to; bur alſo I 
reckon it my indiſpenſible Duty to be conſtant in all 
the parts of Pofitive Chriſtianity : knowing that Heaven 
is not a State of Silence, but infinite invaluable Happi 
neſs, and therefore (which I cannot poſſibly think) can 
be gotten with the doing of nothing. And even among 
Men there is little Commendation thought due to him, 
of whom the beſt that can be ſaid, is, That he hath done 
no harm. 

Now by Poſitive Chriſtianity, or Affirmitive Duties, I 
underſtand ſuch things as I a#ually do, out of Obedi- 
ence to God, and to Serve him; and not only forbear 
doing what he torbids me. 

So in reference to himſelf, I am ſo far from doing 
any thing to diſhouour, or Blaſpheme God, that I eve- 
ry way that I am able, ſeek to Gloriſie, Praiſe and Serve 
Him, 

In reference to my Neighbour, I not only forbear 


wronging him, but I do him all the good, by good Advice, ; 


by ſpeaking well of him, by aiding and aſſiſting him in any 
Cale that I am able. | 

And as to my ſelf, I think it not enough to lie on my 
| Bed, and avoid the Sins of Intemperance, Xc. but that 
by all che diligence that I am able, I ſtudy to improve my 
Mina, get a Conqueſt over my paſſions, and every way work 
up my ſelf to a better Temper and Practice. 

I am ſo far from doing the World harm. or making it 
worſe, that I endeavour to leave it better than I found it. 
Hence I not only Practiſe Piety conſtantly my ſelf, bur I do 
what I can to Promote aud Encourage it in others; m"__ 
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I am in a Publick Station and Employment, I can indeed 
do more effectually; and I am ſure I ſhall be called to an 
Account why I do it nor. And if I am in the moſt Private 
apacity that can be, yet by my ſilent and conſtant Exam- 
le, I ſhall do ſome good; by my Advice ro my Friends 
I may do more; and by occafional Diſcourſe, or making 
Fuſe of ſuch opportunities as will often preſent themſelves, 
may be an Inſtrument to a great deal of good, and all 
IFrhis without being Conceited, or Pragmatical; without 
Jintrenching on others Mens Butinefs, going out of my 
own Place or diſturbing the World. 
if I own a good and wiſe Providence watching over the 
World; and nor only over Publick, but even extending 
to che fnoſt Private Affairs and Perſons, and accordingly 
II daily commit my ſelf, and all my concerns, to the Go- 
WW vernment and over-ruling of that God, that I am ſure 
loves me, and knows my Caſe and Wants better than I 
Ido my ſelf. Bur though I thus own a Providence, yet I 
take a Religious care not to tempt God, by running my 
ſelf into Evil, and then to expect God to keep me out, 
| and deliver me. Juſt as though I knew God's Grace to 
be All-ſufficient for me, yer I dare not expect it to keep 
"| me from Sin, if I wilfully, and wich my eyes open run 
into it. 
For God's Grace and Protection is promiſed, and to be 
expected only in ſuch Caſes, as in which I have done all 
that was in me for my ſelf, and then I am allowed to 
hope for help from God: or in ſuch Caſes as into which 
am unwittingly and unwillingly led, or in which I am 
| innocently, and honeſtly engaged; and here I am ſure 
Jof ſuitable aid and ſupport, if I humbly and earneſtly 
make my requeſt, but not where I wilfully expoſe my 
ſelf ro Sin and Evil. | 
And on this Principle I do not Expoſe my ſelf to Temp ta- 
tions, either as to Eſtate, by Gaming, or as to Life by 
| Duels, or as to Religion, and a good Conſcience, by aiming 
only at the /oweſt degree of what jsVertuous or Commen- 
| dable, or taking all che Advantages againſt Religion, and 
| my Duty, that I think I poſſibly may; or by gong to 


| perhaps out of Vanity only, and Curioſity tempt God, and 
C3 my 


| Maſs, or any other irregular way of Worſhip, thougRg 
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my ſelf, For I know not but God may leave me when I 
thus dally with him. And the wiſe Son of Syrach ſays, 
He that loves danger ſhall full into it. And our Saviour, 
That we muſt pot thus Tempt the Lord our Gcd, For in 
all Caſes, in which the inrereſt of my Soul 1s concern'd 
I do nothing by Fancy, or Humour, bur with all the 
Judgment, and Reaſon that I have, I conſider ſeriouſly 
the Fitnefs or Lawfulneſs of ir, as knowing that it is here 
as in War, where one Errour is Faral; and if I be taken 
off in a ſinful Practice, there is no reſcuing me, or Re- 
trieving me for ever. 

As to a ſhare of the things of this Life, I keep my ſelf 
in a great indifferency; for I am ſure, That Lite it ſelf 
is not always good, or a Bleſſing; and then much leſs 
are any of theſe chings very deſirable, that ſerve only for 
the conveniences of Life, And hence I never Pray to 
God for my own, or my Frieng's longer Lite, only as 
far forth as it ſhall be for the Glory ot God, and good 
of Religion, and rhe World, or in order to our being the 
better fitted and prepared for Heaven; much leis am TI 
ſollicitous for more Eſtate, or make that the ſubje& of 
my Prayers. For I am ſure, that every one cannot have a 
great Eſtate; few men can bear, or manage 4 great E- 

ſtate as tlicy oaght, and no Man needs it. And in the 
Lord's own Prayer we are taught, and allowed only to 
Pray for Bread, or what is neceſſary, and that only from 
hand to mouth, this day our daily Bread. | 

I am therefore well content with the little that I have 
as thinking that God knows my ſtrength and ability beſt, 
and what is propereſt for me, and as knowing that if I 
ſhould get more, tho' by the moſt Lawful means, and 


by the moſt moderate endeavours, it will proportion- 


ably be expected that I ſhould do the more good, be the 
more uſeful in the World, and I ſhall have the more Ta- 
lents to anſwer for the Receipt of; as on the other 
hand, the leſs I have, the leſs Temptations I am liable 
ro at preſent, the leſs tied I ſhall be to this World, and 
the leſs will be my Account at the laſt Day, And I am 
very ſenſible, that when a Man comes to die, he will 
with he had enjoy'd lcfs of this World: there being at 
leaſt ſome danger of receiving our good things here. And 


there- 


there 
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therefore tho' a great Eſtate may afford more eaſe and 
delight here, yer a mean Fortune ſeems to afford more 
ſecuriry in order to hereafrer. And hence I pray for 
ſuch a portion as is ficteſt for me, and with which 1 ſhall 
do moſt good, that God would ſuit my Condition to my 
Deſires, or my Deſires to my Condition, that I may ſcrve 
him chear fully and withaut diſtraction. And I think 
not that I am out of the favour of God, or even of 
good Men, becauſe I have leſs than others, but do much 
condemn the unjuſt meaſure of the World, of ſlighting 
a Man becauſe he is poor, or of valuing him for his out- 
ſide rather than for his inſide, For Vercue and Prudence, 
Iategrity and an earneſt deſire to do good, are more true 
Accompliſhments than Beauty, Riches,” Honours gyc. 
And he is the moſt Conſiderable Man in the World, 
not that enjoys moſt of this World, but that doth moſt 
good in it; for him the World will moſt miſs, for him 
good Mens Prayers are moſt, over him the Providence 
of God will watch in a more peculiar manner; and 
therefore he is every way the moſt valuable and conſi- 
derable Perſon. I 

I am taught to Pray at home in Private always, and 
in my own Family too, conſtantly, eſpecially, if I have 
not the advantage of going with my Family co the Pub- 
lick Service daily. But it I have the opportunity of pub- 
lick Worſhip, I am conſtant in it, as inall other Offices of 
Piery, and fear not being called a Hypocrire; for this 
is another of the unjuſt meaſures of the World to 
reckon a Man guilty ot Hypocriſie, if he be more ſtrict 
in Religion, and more ſcrupulous of a Sin than othec- 
are; whereas true Piety muſt neceflarily openly ſhe ic 
ſelf, and we are bid to Let our Lights ſhine before Men, 
that they may ſee our good works, and glorifie God. 

And agreeable to this, I not only openly proteſs a ſtrict 
Regard to Fuſtice, but exactly practice it towards all 
Men. I pay all Men their Dues, all Officers and Offices 
in Church and State according to St. Paul's command, 
Rom. 13, I pay not only alt honour and reſpect, bur al- 
ſo all faithful Service and Obcdience to the King, as 
God's Vicegerent, and the common Father of rhe Coun- 
try, I cannot endure to hear * ill tpoken of, or hurt 
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in h's Reputation, or injured as to his juſt Rights, ei- 
ther 1n Power or Revenue. 

And as to my Fellow-Snbjedts, I maintain an exact Ju- 
ſtice, ſo as not only to forbear open Violence, Oppreſſion, 
or Fraud towards any, but alſo to take care punctually to 
pay my Debts, and to anſwer all Promiſes and Obligati- 
ons. For not paying Debts, is much the ſame thing 
as. Robbing, or violently taking from another; there be- 
ing but very little difference between taking Money from 
a Man when he is unwilling, and keeping it from him 
when he detires it, and ought in Juſtice to have it. 

From this Principle I am alſo punctual in paying my 
Tythes, and all ſuch Publick Dues for the maintainance 
of Religion, and for my part take ſuch care otherwiſe that 
they that wait on the Service of God, and watch for my 
Soul, may have a handſome maintainance; leſt by m 
niggardlineſs it ſhould happen that the Service of God 
ſhould be difcouraged (and Religion will always ſuffer 
in the Miniſters of it) or leſt worthy men ſhould be diſ- 
Hearrned from entring into the holy Office, or leſt they 
that already ſerve at the altar, ſhould be forced to any un- 
awful, or any unbecoming means to maintain themſelves; 
but that they may have advantages, and helps fit for their 
improvement in Learning, that they may be able to de- 
fend Religion, and convince the gain-ſayers. And this 
is no more than common Juſtice; for as they ſhare not 
with others in Secular Bufineſs and Trade, and other ad- 
vantageous ways of raifing themſelves, ſo they ought to 
be provided with ſuch a maintenance as anſwers the In- 
genuous Education they have had, and che Relation they 
bear to Religion. | | 

Finally, I confider my ſelf as to all the Capacities, and 
Relations, that I am in rhe world, and endeavour to 
behave my ſelf ſuirably ro them; knowing there is a 
diſtin& Duty and Obligation between Father and Chil- 


dren, Husband and Wife, Superiours and Interiours, 


Friends and Equals, and which therefore every Chriſti- 
an muſt take care to anſwer and perform: And which 


are very fully expreſſed in that excellent Book of The 
whole Duty of Man. | | | 


Bur 
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But much of this Nature will come to be conſidered 


alſo in the ſixth Chapter, under the Head of Civil 
Converſation. | | 


— 


— 


CH AFP. IV. 
Of the Service of God in Publick. - 


T Am taught alſo in this Church, Thar it is not ſuffi- 
cient for me to Believe well, and to perform the 
Duty ot a Chriſtian by my felt, or in Private, bur that 
there is a Publick Profeſſion, and an open Exerciſe of Se- 
veral Acts of Religion neceſſary, | 
For many Duties of Chriſtianity do require the doing 
of them in Company, and it is an open Profeſſion that 
doth moſt encourage Religion, and provoke other Men- 
to an Imitation. And by the Nature of the Publick Ser. 

vice which I frequent, and by my demeanour in it, I 
give a Sample of my ſelf, and Men may thence take an 
cſtimare how I am affected in my Mind, and how I carry 
my ſelf in my more Private Retirements. And I find in 
the Goſpel, that Chriſt promiſerh his Bleſſings, eſpecially 
to Public Services, where Two or Three are gathered toge- 
ther in his Name, and therefore that ir ought always to be 
preferred beſore Private. And Publick Communion hath al- 
ways been accovnred neceſſary in order to our let: ing our 
Lights ſhine before Men, and making the World know what 
Opinion we are of. For the Publiek Articles and Confeſſi- 
on of Faith, of that Church with which I Communicare, 
being known to all the World, my Faith and Belief alſo, 
as to the main Articles of Religion, is known at the ſame 
time. But the excellency of Publick Service, and its Pre- 
ference before Private, is fully made out in that late ex 

cellent Treatiſe of Prayer by Dr. Patrick, | 
And for this Reaſon alſo, I Religiouſly abſtain from 
Communicating with any Heretical or Schiſmatical Con- 
gregation, that is, with any that hold any erroneous Opt- 
nions contrary to any of the great Articles of Chriſtianity, 
or that but keep private and ſeparate Meetings from = 
Pub- 
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Publick Worſhip that is Lawfully Eſtabliſh'd, leſt I be 
reckon'd of their Party and Perſuaſion, For all fuch ſe- 
parate Meetings are Ercaches of Charity; and tho' they 
may Poſſibly encourage no Heretical Opinions now, yer 
it is odds, but ſuch Opinions will find ſhetter and coun- 
tenance among them. Such clancular and irregular Con- 
venticles being the proper Sced-plots for ſuch weeds to 
grow in, They break the Unity of the Body of Chriſt, 
and diſobey Lawtul Authority in the Church. And I am 
ſure, that if they can Communicate without Sin, for 
them to ſeparate is a very great Sin. Beſides that all 
ſuch private Meetings are dangerous to the State; for all 
Men that are ill- affected to the State, will Herd with 
them, and ſo will be ſecure of a Party, And it weakens 
alſo the publick Strength, when a number of Men make 
themſelves 4 diſtindt Party, who will be ſo far from join- 
ing heartily with the Publick, that they reckon it their 
Duty to oppoſe, and find fault with what is done, if it 
be but to give ſome excuſe and countenance to their 
own Schiſm. And by thus finding fault with the Pub- 
lick Management, they will a!ſo draw all Diſcontented 
People ro them (who always arc numercus in ever 
State) and fo rot only ſtrengthen their Schiſm again 
the Church, but alſo Form a dangerous Fatt on againſt 
the State. 5 
And as I thus Conſcienticuſly forbear the going to 
any, Irregular Unlawful Aflemblies, tho' only out of Cu- 
riofity, becauſe my very being there bur once, and out 
of no bad Deſign, is a giving them countenance and en- 
couragement (for Number and Company 1s always en- 
couraging) and is alſo a putting my ſelf out of God's 
Protection, Ly tempting him in running my ſelf into 
Evil and Danger which he may juſtly ſuffer me to fall 
mto: So aiſo I am very ſcrupulous of leaving my own 
Church at all, or going to any other Church, or Regular 
Congregation, For the thus running to other Churches, 
generally argues a vanity of Mind; it is oft the Mother 
of Schiim and Faction, and rather tends to advance Po- 
pularity than true Religion, it gives a very bad Example, 
ie diſcourageth my own Pariſh Congregation, and I do 
not think it ſo likely to have a Bleſſing ſrom God. For 
| G 
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God will give his Bleſſing to us eſpecially, where he him. 
felt hath placed us, and in regular ways, he being the 
God of Order, and nor of Confuſion, And I am ſure F 
have at leaſt as good Prayers, and of the Word of God 
it ſelf as pure, as I can find it in any other Church. And 
tho' it is poſſible, I may hear a neater and more elegant 
Sermon there, yet beſides, that I dv not think there is 
ſo much Religion properly ſo called, in hearing Ser- 
mons, they being not to much in reference to God, as to 
our ſelves, and for our own benefit; I fay beſides this, 
if at my return home from ſuch a Sermon, I fit down, 
and confider what I have gotten by my wandring, I ſhall 


find, that rather my Curioſity, and Fancy are gratified, 


than Fiety and Devotion advanced in me, and thar I am 
— Pleaſe than Inſtrudted, or made either wiſer or 
ter. 
and I keep conſtantly to my own Parith on all occaſi- 
ons, not only on Sundays, but other days, ſetting down 
this for a Rule, that Prayers hinder no Buſineſs, And 
if ir ſhould once happen that I ſhould ſuffer a little by 
ic, [am ſure it will be abundantly recompenced ſome other 
way; tho commonly, there is no need of that, for ſo 
hath God in mercy ordered the World, and Men's Con- 
cerns in it, that a Man may eafily, at leaſt with a little 
forecaſt, fo order all his Buſineſs, that there ſha!l be 
time enough both for Pubiick and Private Devotion. 
Nay, indeed, with moſt Men it is certain that I need de- 
fire them only to ſpend that time in Devotion, or read- 
ing, or in any othee Method in order to Heaven, which 
elle they would be perfectly idle in, and would, as we 
ſay, hang on their hands, and which they are not oblig d 
to ſpeud in any neceſſary, or uſeful Buſineſs of Lite, So 
that the moſt diligent Man in the World, and he that 
hath the moſt Bufineſs, with a little Contrivance, may 
fiad time enough for conſtant Devotion; and it will be 
a Relaxation, as well as comfort to his Mind, and will 
procure for him moreover, a Bleſſing from God on his 
other and Secular Buſineſs, | / 
And when I come to the publick Service, I-come not 
our of Cuſtom, or to pleaſe others, or ger a Reputation, 
or only with ſuch a kind of diſpoſition of Mind, as 
ICA 
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when I make a Viſit to a Friend, or go to any common 
Place and Company. Fox when I come to Church, as I 
am going, I always think with my ſelf, now am I go- 
ing to appear before God in a more eſpecial manner; 
and I reflect on ſome, or all the Deſigns of Publick 
Prayer and Service, and for which I now, and at all 
other times, muſt always propound to my felf, and 


deſign by this, and every other Act of Publick Devo- 


tion, to pay the Homage due from me to my great Cre- 
ator and Benefactor, who hath thus commanded to be 
Served, and acknowledged by me; by Praiſes ts magnifie 
and extol nim for his Infinite Perfections in liimſelt; by 
Thanksgivings, tothank and honour him for the Mercies al- 


ready vouchſafed to all Mankind, his Church in general, 


or this Church and Nation, as well as my ſelf in parti- 
cular; and by my humble Prayers and Supplications to 
beg a continuance of all the good things we enjoy, and a 
ſupply of thoſe that we do, or ſhall want, for my ſelf, 


and others, as alſo by my Example, as faras I can, to keep 


up, and encourage Religion and Piety in the World, 
and ſhew what Church and Profeſſion I am ot. 

And my bur thinking of theſe ends of my coming to 
Publick Service, will even awe me into a Devout and Re- 
verent Carriage, and will make me attentive when I am 
there, and ſo to make a good uſe and application of all 


parts of Publick Service to my proper occaſions. 


1 always contrive to come before Prayers begin, both 
to ſhew my willingneſs and deſire ro Worſhip God, and 
that the Publick Service may not be diſcouraged for lack 
of Company, and leſt I miſs any part of Service, eſpeci- 
ally the firſt parr, in which there is both the Confeſſion, 
Abſolution, and the Lord's Prayer, and alſo that by my 
coming a little before Prayers begin, I may have ſome 
time to prepare my felt for what I am going to do. 

In the firſt place I fall down upon my knees, to thank 
God for all his Mercies, and particularly for this other 
opportunity of appearing beſore him, beſceching him ro 
give a Bleſſing on all the Congregation, as well as on my 
elf, that he will afliſt us in what we are about to do, 


and accept of what we ſhall do; pardoning our Infirmi- 
ties, and doing for our ſelyes, our Church, and Nation, 


abun- 


abundantly more than we are able either to ask or think 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt that died for us. 

When I am riſen from my private Prayers, and at all 
other times during publick Service in the Church, I uſe 
as little Ceremony to others as poſſibly I can (tho, I take 
care to be wanting in no part of Civil Ceremony abroad 
in a common place.) For I reckon, that the common Ce- 
remonies of Bowing to one that comes in, or to a Friend 
that I ſee in the Church, or to one that Sneezeth, or on 


the like occaſions, is a kind of Compliment that may ve- 


ry well, and ought to be ſpared; for it doth not ſo well 
become the place where I am, nor the Buſineſs I come a. 
bout; it argues ſome kind of lightneſs of Mind, or will 
create it, and is certainly diſtracting both to my ſelf and 
others, and I may be fare, chat no Man that conſiders 
the Sacredneſs of the Place, and occaſion, and that ſees 
my Civil'ty and Courteouſneſs abroad, will ever think the 
worſe of me, if I be more reſerved and leſs Ceremoni- 
ous at Church, 

And all along the Service, I take care both to be Un- 
covered in token of Reſpect, and to ſne I conſider the 
Majeſty of him before whom I appear, and alſo to carry 
my ſelt with all Gravity, Silence, and inoffenfiveneſs to 
others, neither by Talking, Gazing about, nor any light 
or unſeemly Carriage to be a diſturbance to them; all 
indecency of Carriage arguing a wandring Mind, and 
is both unbecoming Religion, and a Scandal to other 
Men. Neither do | bring Dogs into the Church, or en- 
courage thoſe that are brought; very great unſeemlineſs 
often following it, and it being at the beſt, always 
a hindrance of compoſedneſs of thoughts, a diſtraction 
of Devotion, and argues ſome irreverence towards God. 

While the Exhortation is read ing, I ſtand gravely, and 
mind ſeriouſly what is there ſaid, and thereby more fit 
my ſelf for all that is to follow, reſolving by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, to keep my thoughts fo fixed on what I am 
going to do, and every part of Service, as the Worſhip 
of the great God, and the Salvation of my own Soul do 
require, HY 

At the Confeſſion, with the Congregation, I fall down 
my Knees, that being the poſture injoyned 8 a4 
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Church, and the humbleſt Pofture eſteemed in theſe 
Countries. And I not only acknowledge my own ſins, and 
the fins of the Church and Congregation in general, bur 
as far as I am able, ſuch particular {ins of my own as are 
either greater in themſelves, and of a more provokin 
nature, or elſe, that having been lately committed, had 
not been ſo very particularly and fully repented of by me. 
I am hearrily ſorry for them, and beg God's Pardon of 
them, that they may never riſe up againſt me in this 
Life, if it be his Will, but eſpecially not in the other 
Life And whilft I beg his grace that we may live God- 
ly, Righteous and Sober Lives, at the ſame time I re- 
ſoive with my ſelf, that by his grace and Aſſiſtance, I 
will ſtriveand endeavour to lead every way a better lite, 
be more conſtant in every good Action and more care- 
fully avoid thoſe fins that I have juſt now confeſſed, 
than hitherto I have done. 

When the Prieſt pronounceth the Abſelution, both 
here, and in the Communion Service, I attend to it, and 
receive 1t with all gladneſs and humility of Mind, beg- 
ing, that this pardon, which God hath given his Mini- 

ers Power to pronounce 1n gefreral, may be applied to 


my ſelt, and my Caſes in particular. Therefore | eſteem 


this Abſolution very much, it being the voice of God, 
and being pronounced at the Command of God, as the 
Auguſtine Confeſſion ſpeaketh; but it being only on the 


Conditions that we Repent and Believe, I immediately 


reſolve to Repent and Believe, and I pray to God to Aſſiſt 


me, and Abſolve me: and I am encouraged to hope that 


Jam in God's Favour, and that he doth pardon and accept 
of me, when I hear this gracious declaration of his Mercy 
to all true Penitents, and I take it as well, and doubt not 
but it will be to as good purpole to me, as it it had been 
ſpoken to my ſelf alone, and in a more preſuming way 
and manner, For it being pronounced by ſo truly a con- 
ſtiruted Prieſt, in God's name, and with his hearty deſire 
and prayer for pardon to his Congregation accompany- 
ing it, and the People at the ſame time devoutly ac- 
cepting of it, on the terms on which it is granted; there 
ſeems nothing wanting as to what I can expect from the 
Church, and I have the ſame aflurance alſo from God, 


as if it were pronounced the moſt Authoritatively, ac- 


cording 
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cording to the Practice of the Church of Rome, I abſolve 
thee. For ſeeing the Pardon of fins is in reterence to 
the Life to come, I cannot expect ſo full and abſolute 
a pardon here, but that if I continue in, or return to a 
vitious courſe, even my former ſins will return upon 
me. And ſeeing it comes only from God, I regard 
eſpecially the promiſe of God, who hath promiſed for- 
giveneſs of fins to them that truly Repent, and care not 
whether the Miniſter, who is as it were the Herald, or 
Perſon, who makes Declaration of this Promiſe, pro- 
nounce it Authoritatively, I abſolve thee, or Declaratively, 
He Abſolveth. Eſpecially I being very ſure, that God 
will rather do more than leſs, when he ſees we take nor 
too much upon our ſelves. He loves Modeſty and Hu- 
mility in all Caſes, eſpecially in reference ro himſelf, and 
will rather give the more when we preſume and Chal- 
lenge the lets. | 
When the Lord's Prayer is read, I joyn with it, and re- 
peat it, as the Church enjoyns it; my very repeating i 
ſtiring up my own attention better to regard and min 
the full and comprehenſive ſenſe of each Perition ; and 
to help our iniirmities, this moſt excellent Prayer is ſe- 
veral times uſed, thar ſo we may have opportunity to re- 
collect, or attend to that ſenſe of ir the ſecond or third 
time, which by reaſon of the narrowneſs, or diſtration 
of our minds, or the vaſt ſenſineſs of the Prayer it ſelf, 
we are not able to rind ſufficiently the firſt time that it 
was read. | 

Indeed I very much approve of, and commend this 
Order of our Church, in requiring that the People ſhall 
with their own Mouths Repeat the Confeſſion, Lord's Pray- 
er, Pſalms, Hymns, and other Reſponſes, For by this the 
People are taught, that they are as much concern'd in 
the Service of God, as the Prieſt, and ought ro bear a 
part in it. the People being required to anſwer ſome- 
times, awakens and quickens their Attention aad Devo- 
tion, which elſe —— be aſleep or remiſs, and by their 
thus frequently joyning in full Sentences, and by ſay ing 
Amen at the end of every Prayer, they not only hear 
hew the Prieſt Prays to God, bur make every Prayer and 
Practice their own Act and Deed, are active in the Ser- 


vice 
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vice of God, keep up a Senſe of God and Religion more 
in their own Minds, and ſo may hope to have a Bleiſing 
from God accordingly. But in reading the Pſalms, or 
other Hymns alternately, I nor only mind what [ read 
my ſelf, but as much what the Prieſt readeth, and apply 
it alſo to my ſelf, and our own Caſes, with ſuch a temper 
of Mind as becomes a Chriſtian. 

Indeed I am very glad, that the Pſa/ms are ſo much 
uſed, and ſo conſtantly in our Liturgy, not only by rea- 
ſon of our Conformity herein with the Ancient People 
of God, the Jews, and the Ancient Church of Chriſt 
in the firſt Ages, but alſo for the Senſineſs and Devoti- 
on of the Pſalms in General, which may be eaſily and 
properly applyed to our ſelves, and to cur caſes, if we by 
Zion, Feruſalem, &c, underſtand our own Church and 
Nation, turning ſometimes a prayer, into a Denunciation, 
and an Aſicrtion into a Prayer, as there will be occaſion, 
and which will be very natural and eaſie for a truly 
devoutly diſpoſed Mind todo; as every one may ſee, 
that will but read and ufe Doctor Patrick's excellent Pa- 
raphraſe on the Book of Pſalms. But eſpecially I ad- 
mire the Book of Pſalms, for all the Thanksgivings, and 
Praiſes to God in it, that make up the bigger part of 
that moſt excellent Book; Thanks and Praiſes being 
doubtleſs ve moſt Acceptable part of Divine Service, 
they being what we offer to God for his ſake, not our 
own, they arguing the moſt elevated and well difpoſed 
Mind. For the moſt ſelfiſh Man will Pray ſomerimes, 
and Beg a Boon; but Pride, Stubborneſs, or Ingratitude, 
will nor ſuffer him to Praiſe, or Thank his Benefactor. 
Amd yet the higheſt of the Praiſes and Thanks that we 
can give, are both ſtrictly due from us ro God, and are all 
the returns that we properly can make him for all the 
innumerable Mercies we receive from him. 


When the Leſſons are read, I compoſe my ſelf with al! 


the Attention and Reſpect imaginable, as to the Word 
and Meſſage of God himſelf to me, and cannot but admire 
at, and pity thoſe Men that ſeem mighty attentive at, 
and place much Religion in hearing a Sermon, and yer 
are perfectly careleſs at, and ſeem almoſt to deſpiſe the 
Reading of the Scripture; ſeeing whatever Authority * 

Excel- 
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Excellency any Sermon hath, is derived from theſe 
Scriptures; and that the very beſt Sermons muſt be 
judged of, and examined by the Scripture, and are to 
be condemned, if they are not conſonant to it. And 
tho* I know the Scriprure very well already, and know 
before-hand what will be Read, yet I am never the leſs 
attentive. For by exact atention it very often falls 
out, that I obſerve ſomething from the Scriprure, which 
I had not obſerved before; at leaſt I have my old No- 
tions revived, and as from God further impreſſed on 
me. And alſo by coming to hear the ſame things read 
which I knew before, I encourage the more Ignorant to 
come, and countenance the Publick Service, as well as 
do an Act of Homage and Worſhip to God. Therefore 
I expett not new things to be Taught me generally, ei- 
ther our of the Scripture, or in Sermons, but by con- 
ſtantly having the ſame great Truths urged to me, I have 
a more exact and uniform Notion of Religion imprinted 
on me, and my mind is more inclined and worn into a 
ſuitable compoſure,  - 

The Hymns between, and after the Leſſons, I joyn in, 
as I do in the Pſalms, they being all Praiſes of God, 
either for the coming of Chriſt into the World, and be- 
ing made known to us, when ſo many of the great Men 
of the World, both formerly, and now, have been ig- 
norant of him, as in the Magnificat, Benedictus, and Nunc 
dimittis; or elſe to Praiſe God for that, and all other his 
Mercies in the Te Deum, and other Hymns. And ſurely 
no. Man can grudge ſuch a piece of Service now, who 
hopes that it will be his Buſineſs and happineſs ro do the 
like to all Erernity. : 

With the ſame Devotion do I ſtand up, and rehearſe 
the Creed, with the Prieſt, to evidence my continuance in 
the Faith of Chriſt, of which that is an Epitome. Beſides 
that to profeſs my Belief in God, and of what he hath 
taught, is a very acceptable piece of Service; I honour God 
by it, and make my ſelf more Religiouſly affected: So that 
every Command of Religion will have a better effect on 
me; for the force of every Command depends on the 
truth of the Creed, and is enhanced, as to me, by a ſe- 
rious Reflection on my Creed, | 
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And then with the Congregation I knee! down alſo, 
and in all things demean my ſelf, as the Order of cke 
Church requires, and as the reſt of the Congregation 
doth; the Poſture being in our Church always very pro- 
perly ſuited to the Occaſion. And by my but obſerving 
the Rules of the Church in theſe Caſes, i exerciſe two 
Vertues at once, I ſhew my Peaceableneſs, as well as 
my Devorion, 


And accordingly at Prayers I never fit but Fneel, that 


being the lowlieſt Poſture, eſpecially in theſe Countries, | 


and Icannot carry my ſelf roo lowly when I ſpeak to the 
Great Majeſty ot Heaven and Earth, and that not only 
for others, for our Church and Nation, but for my ſelt 
alſo, and for my own Eternal Salvation. 

And though in all the Prayers it is not required, nor 
ſuffer'd that I repeat them aloud, with, or after the 


Prieſt, as. in the Confeſſion and Lord's Prayer; yet I fail 


not to go along with him in my Mind, and generally al- 
ſo to prevent the diſtraction of my Thoughts, and to 
faſter and ſecure my Attention, I even ſpeak the 
Words with my Lips, yet ſo as not to be heard, for that 
would breed diſturbance in the Church, which I always 
take care religiouſly to prevent. And to be ſure, I am 
ready always, at the end, to anſwer Amen audibly; for 
I thereby keep my Attention more awake by aaſwering 
ſo often, and ſhew I joyn in all the prayer that went 
before and make it my own. 

When any of the Prayers are read, I think it not e- 
nough for me to ſay my own Private-Prayers, as they are 
Taught to do in the Church of Rome, but take care to 
mind and pray earneſtly for what the Prayer deſireth; 
our Service being for this end in our own Language; 
that every Man may underitand, and join with the Prieſt. 
And I muſt not think, that his Praying for me, or my 
being preſent, will ſuffice me, or do me good, unleſs I 
really with him Pray for my ſelf and others. 

And what is here ſaid of Publick Prayers tor others, ex- 
tends alſo to Thankſgivings, either for general Bleſſings 
or for particular Mercies to particular perſons commemo- 


rated, as to Women when Churched, or Perſons recover d from 
Sickneſs, &c, For the ſame Charity that makes me ſo far 


co 


in Publick. 37 


to make others Concerns my own, as to pray for their 
good, will oblige me alſo to give Thanks to the God of 
all Mercies, for all the Bleſſings and Benefits He hath be- 
ftow'd on them. 

As I omit no opportunity of going to Church, ſo nor 
of receiving the Sacrament, and yer I always take moſt 
religious care to prepare my ſelf before I come to it. For 
the frequent Celebration of this Holy Office, is what the 
Church of Chriſt always practiſed, and our Church ex- 


pects: and a conſtant uſe of it, and of Preparation in 


order to it, I look on as a moſt prudent, if not neceſſary 
means to counterbalance the conſtant Sollicitations and 
Temprations of Life. And by ſuch a conſtancy I both 
Honour and Obey God, and keep my own Devotion 
warm, and by the bleſſing of God, ſhall make Piety, and 
Goodneſs even cuſtomary and habitual ro me, which is 
the greateſt Bleſſing ſurely of which we are capable in 
this Life. I look on it indeed, as the moſt holy Office of 
our Religion, and therefore of all things in this Lite 
dread being Excommunicated, or debarred from coming 
to it; Excommunication, when it proceeds on juſt ground 
being, as Tertullian calls it, an earneſt or foretaſt of the laſt 
Judgment and Condemnation there; and therefore I take 
care neither by Hereſie, Schiſm, Tenſe, nor yet by 
any contempt of Authority, or ofthe Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
to have it pronounced againſt me; for to ſay no more, 
I think no wiſe Man would willingly come under the ſu- 
ſpicion of ſo great and intolerable an Evil, or have it on 
any account inflicted on him. Wy 
Bur tho I look thus on the Sacrament as the moſt wy 
Offiee of our Religion, as a holy thing which Chriſt hat 
left ro be remembred by, as it were to ſupply, and to 
make up the loſs of his Bodily Preſence, and to the due 
receiving of which Chriſt hath promiſed unvaluable Bleſ- 
ſings, it being called by the name of his Body and Blood, 
yet ſtill I know ir is but Bread and Wine, that there is 
no Tranſubſiantiation, the very Body of Chriſt that hung 
on the Croſs being in Heaven, and nor here, ir being 
againſt the Truth of Chriſt's Natural Body, that it ſhould 
be in more places than one at the ſame time. And on this 
account I Worſhip not the Sacrament, or what appears 
to 
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to my Eyes, but God and Chriſt in my Mind : As I reck- 
on not the Celebration of the Sacrament to be ar all a 
Propitiatory Sacrifice, my hopes being only in the Merits 
of that Sacrifice of Chriſt on the Crols, which was once 
Offered, as St. Paul ſays, to take away our Sins, of 
which thisis only a Commemoration. 

Jam conſtanr alſo at all Sermons in my own Pariſh, 
and when I can conveniently, often at Sermons in other 
Neighbouring Churches, when we have none in our own, 
and hope to receive good by them, they being part of 
the ordinary means which God hath appointed for my 
Inſtruction; and therefore am very Attentive as to the 
Explication of that Word of God, by obeying of which 
I hope to be Saved. But yet I never ſuffer the Serum or 
my love to it to juſtle out, or undervalue the Prayers, or 
the Sacrament, theſe being more properly the Servic? of 
God, and Ad, of Devotion, than that. For Prayers, and 
Praiſes, and the Sacrament, are directed to God, have a 
direct relation to him; but Sermons are eſpecially in re- 
ference to my ſelf, and for my own information, and 
therefore muſt yield to the other, as the means are leſs 
Noble than the End. Beſides alſo the Scriptures being 


read have more Authority than a Sermon, and are more 


neceſſary, and ſhould be minded accordingly. And it is 
the ſame thing to me, whether the Parſon Read his Sermon 
or Preach without Reading. Although I muſt needs ſay, 


there is hardly * one Man in the World but will ſpeak 


better, and more uſeful Senſe premeditately than ex tempore; 


and tho' he that ſpeaks ex tempore may ſpeak with more 


heat, yet he that writes down what he fays, is like to 
ſpeak with more conſiſtency; and if we look on a Ser- 
mon to be any way in reference to God, ſurely it ought 
to be as ſenſie and conſiſtent as we can frame it. And I reck- 
on that every Man that may be exceed ing uſeful in the 
Church hath not ſuch a preſence of Mind, fluency of 


Expreſſions, or grace of Delivery, as is requiſite in a po- 
pular Preacher; and yet there is 23 any Man ſo 


good at ex tempore Preaching, but will ſpeak not only with 
more conſiſtency and weight, but alſo wilt be guilty of 
leſs impertinencies and improprieties, if he write down 
his Sermons than if he do not: and I am —__— 
min 


mind Always the Senſe of a Sermon, more than the Noiſe 
and Tone with which it is ſpoken, and I deſire rather to 
have my Reaſon convinced, and Judgment informed, 
than my Paſſions and Affections raiſed by the moſt Elo- 
quent and pathetical Harangue. | 

As to Baptiſm, I am taught the abſolute neceſſity of 
it, where it can be had, we being by it admitted into 
the number of Chriſt's Diſciples, made part of his Body, 
and have a ſhare in all the Prayers for, and Bleſſings to 
his Church. And therefore I take a molt Religious care 
that my Children be Baptized as foon as conveniently 
they can. Bur I bring them to Church, and ſuffer them 
not to be Baptized at home, unleſs in Caſe of utmoſt 
extremity, For as I think that publick Service ought to 
be preferred before private, ſo | think there is no Office 
or part of Religious Service that more neceſſarily re- 
quires to be publick, than this of Baptiſm; the Child 
being by it Sole mnly admitted into the Church of 
Chriſt, of which the whole Congregation are to be wit- 
neiles, and all their Prayers being deſired in the behalf 
of him. And when any one 1s Baptized, I both put 
my ſelf in mind of my own Duty, as a Chriſtian; and 
examine my ſelf how I have kept my Vow of Baptiſm; 
and how carefully I have performed my Promiſe and 
Duty towards thoſe Children in whoſe Name we an- 
ſwered as Godfathers; and alſo devoutly and heartily 
(as the Church teacheth) pray that this Child may have 
Grace to live ſome way agreeable to this holy Religion, 
into which he is now admitted. 

Iameglad alſo to aſſiſt at the Catechizing of Children, and 
think it no time loſt to have the Fundamentals of our 
Religion repeated over in the Catechiſm, For it is by 
them that I, as well as the Children can be ſaved And 
I think it is a mighty advantage to have the whole ſumm 
and ſubſtance, not of one Text of the Scripture, or of 
one Point, but of all Scripture, and of whole Chriſtia- 
nity delivered at once, as it is in the Catechiſm. And ir 
will naturally put ſeveral things into my Mind, which 
either I did not mind before, or had forgot. And fol 
ſhall alſo benefit my ſelf as well as countenance Religion, 


and the publick Service, and encourage the Children, 
Ind do them good, | I 
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I omit not to bring my own Children, or God-chil- 
dren, as ſoon as they are about eleven or twelve years 
old, to be Confirmed by the Biſhop, (having firſt taught 
them their Catechiſm, and the deſign of. Confirmation) 
for by ſo doing I obey the Church, ſhew my own Re- 
ligious Care, make ſome good impreſſions on the Chil- 
drens Minds, as to Religion, and putthem in mind of 
their Vow of Baptiſm, and the neceſſity of their per. 
forming it, and I hope I ger further a great deal of 

ood for the Child. For the Prayers of one good Man 

or another are very available; and therefore, much 
more thoſe of Perſons ſo highly Commiſſionated by God 
as our Biſhops are, who not only pray for, but alſo are 
impower'd to Bleſs in God's Name. And I have much 
reaſon to hope t hat God will hearken to them, and grant 
what they pray for, and make good, and fulfil, what 
by their Bleſſing us in God's Name, they give us ground 
to hope for. 

When the Banns are Publiſhed in the Church, or 
People are Married, Iam ſo far from making it a matter 
of Sport, as many do, that it ſtirs me up to pray for a 
Bleſſing from God on them; and it at the ſame time 
puts me in mind of my own Vow and promiſe in Mar- 
riage, how I have performed it; and, I make it alſoan 
occaſion of a freſh engagement in my ſelt to keep ir 
ſtrictly. For tho' I look not on Matrimony as a Sacrament, 
yer I look on ir as the moſt Solemn Engagement among 
Men, and Sacred, as being a Vow made before God, 
as Witnefled to before Men, and in a caſe of the greareſt 
moment in this Life: And therefore in all reſpects a 
proper occaſion for ſeriouſneſs and devotion. 

When the Sick are mentioned in the Church to be 
Prayed for, I pray for them heartily (as I would others 
ſhould Pray for me, if 1 were in the like caſe) not ab- 
folutely has they ſhould recover, but if it be God's 
Will, and if it will be moſt for God's Glory, and for 
their Good; that God will give them Patience and Thank- 
fulneſs, and make both their Sickneſs and Death it ſelf, 
when ever it ſhall happen, a real Bleſſing to them. 

And I make uſe of theſe Prayers for the Sick to be inſtan- 
ces to my ſelf of my own Mortality, and Arguments with 


my 
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my ſelf to prepare for Death, which I know is appointed 
for all Men. And hence I go to Viſit the Sick that 
are of my acquaintance, both to comfort them, and 
give them good advice, and alſo to work upon = ſelf; 
and I apply to my ſelf what I ſay, or I hear others to 
ſay to them, concerning their Sickneſs and Death; and 
eſpecially when I am Sick I fend for the Parſon of 
my Pariſh to aſſiſt me, and council me, to pray for me, 
and guide me, and to put me in mind of ſeveral things 
in order to my departure hence, which elſe I ſhould 
forget. For always People need moſt advice in their 
own caſes, eſpecially when of ſo great Importance; 
for they are too apt to be partial, and favourable to 
themſelves. Aud hence I make no ſcruple ro Confeſs, 
if not particularities, yet the general nature of my Sins, 
eſpecially thoſe of rhe deepeſt dye, and that lie hard- 
eſt on my Conſcience. For if I be in earneſt to have 
ſuch fans pardoned, Religious Prudence will oblige me 
ro take all poſſible care that I may throughly un- 
$- derſtand the ſtare in which I am, and the danger of 

my Condition, and my ſureſt method in order to a 
Pardon and Cure; and all this I may beſt hope for from 
God's Miniſter, who both loves me, and is moſt likely 

to Judge moſt unprejudicedly of me, hath a particular 
concern in me, and for me, and is by God impower'd, 
and enabled to aſſiſt and help me. For theſe and the 
like Reaſons, I think it not ſufficient to be prayed for - 
in the Church when I am Sick, bur I defire frequent] 
to be Viſited, and not only to examine my ſelf, but alſo 
ro ſubmit to anothers examination and direction, but 
J. Fill am ſenſible that it is my own Repenting that is re- 

quired in order to the Pardon of my Sins, elſe his Ahſo- 
lution will ſignifie nothing. 

And all theſe parts of Religious Service, I am ſo far 
from lighting or undervaluing, becauſe they are pre- 
ſcribed, and we commanded to uſe theſe words, and 
no other, that I like them much the better. For as far 
as F can find ſince Miracles ceaſed, there always was a 
Form of Prayer and Service preſcribed, and it never was 
left to every Clergy-man, to ſay what Prayers, and uſe 
what Form of Service he pleaſed, much leſs was an ex 
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tempore Prayer to God in Publick ever approved of. 
For befides the Indecency that will be often committed 
in extemporary Prayers(which ſurely ought to be prevenced 
if we can, when we addreſs our ſelves to the Infinite 
Majeſty of Heaven and Earth in behalf ofhis Church, as 
well as on the concerns of our own Souls,) it ſpeaks re- 
ſpect to God, when we take all poſſible care, that nothing 
but what is well weigh'd be offer d to him. A preſcribed 
Form alſo is the only way to keep up Uniformity among 
our ſelves. And ſeeing whatſoever is fit for us to ask in 
Publick, is known ſufficiently, why ſhould not the ex- 


preſſions to be uſed on ſuch occaſions be defined alſo? 


It the matter be known why ſheuld not the Words? 
Beſides that, it is an eaſe to my mind, when I know be- 
fore-hand what I am to joyn in. And I conteſs there are 
very tew Men, with whoſe ex tempore Prayers I would 
willingly joyn. In ex tempore Prayers alſo it is too often 
found, that he that Prays, will often more expreſs and 
vent his own private thoughts and paſſions, than the de- 
ſires and wants of his Congregation, and the Church ; all 
which are things utterly to be avoided in all Religious 
Offices. 

And ſeeing a Preſcribed Form in general, is on many 
Accounts thus expedient, or neceſſary in Publick: 1 


think nothing can be objected againſt our Liturgy, either 


for the Matter, or for the Frame, and Compoſure of it. For 
it is, for its Matter, exactly agreeable to Scripture, and 
the Genius of our Religion; nothing prayed for, or done, 
but what (as far as we can learn of his Will by Scripture ) 
is acceptable to that great God, whom alone we ſerve, 
and pray to: And for che Compoſure of our Liturgy, it is 
in every thing ſuch, as Publick Devotions ought to be, 
and ſo exactly after the ancient pattern, fitted with Re- 
ſponſes, Hymns, Prayers, Thankſgivings, Scriptures 


Read, Sermons Preached, Sacraments Adminiſtred, and 


all other Occaſional Religious Offices performed, that 1 


cannot bur admire it, and muſt profets my wonder and 


aſtoniſnment, t hat any Perſons ſhould really either diſlike 
or {light it. 


But I will not now ſtay to vindicate the ſeveral 
parts of it, from the Objections brought againſt It, 
+4 
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but refer all Men to what the Judicious Mr. Hooker hath 
written on this Subject, in his Eccleſiaſtical Polity. | 

And though our Church hath not defined exactly 
and commanded poſitively what ſhall be done by every 
particular Man on either the Feaſt, or Faſt-days, yes 
ſeeing ſhe hath ſer apart ſuch days for thoſe purpoles, 
4 Think my ſelf bound to have a particular reſpe& to 
them. 

And accordingly I make uſe of the Faſt. days, not 
only in Joyning with the Congregation in the Pray- 
ers appointed for that day, but alſo in thanking God 
in private for all Mercies, and parcicularly for the 
Mercy commemorated, in ferving God more that day 
than ordinary, and IEG particularly by my 
@harity to do more good, and by a prudent demea- 
nour of my ſelf to encourage both Thankſulneſs in m 
ſelf, Friendſhip in the World, and Piety towards 


The Faſt-days alſo I reſpet wich ſome kind of de- 
nial of my ſelf, as to my uſual, and Jawtul liberty 
in Meat and Drink; and this without affectation, or 
making a noiſe, or placing Religion in the kind of 
Meat and Drink. And Faſting being in Scripture pre- 
{cribed, I cannot think it aa improper method tor 
the ſubduing of Sin in us. And ſeeing it is ne- 
ceilary, and ſuppoſed in Scripture, that we Faſt ſome- 
times, all reaſon and peaceableneſs, as well as obedi- 
ence, will eaſily determine me to that time which the 


Church ſhall appoint. Bur ſtill I take care that my 


Faſting neither put me out of humour, nor make me to 
be peeviſh, or conceired in my ſelf, nor cenſure ocher 
Men, leſt I make my good to be evil ſpoken of, and fo 

loſe the benefit of it. TT 
In ſhort, Lam ſiri'tly Regular according to the Rules 
of the Licurgy, and command of the Church of Eng/and 
in her Canons, and I wiſh ail Men were even as l, and 
pity them that are not, and pray to God that they that 
are otherwiſe minded, may be convinced, and ſee their 
Error. I thank God who hath given me ſo good an 
underſtanding in my duty, and hope by my ſteddineſs 
and good temper to prevail * others. But yer ! 2 
ear 
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bear judging or condemning all that do not exactiy a: 
Ido, or that agree not with me in all theſe things, which 
though they are not Fundamentals, yet are ſuch things a 
on which the flouriſhing of Religion, and the peace of 
the Church do very much depend. For I conſider ſome 
great prejudices may lie on their minds which may in 
time be removed, that they may be in ſome involuntary 
miſtakes, which may be corretted; and as I have an op. 
porruniry, and as becomes the nature of my place in the 
World, I will endeavour to corre&. But ſtill 1 do not 
ſo much attend to other Mens Scruples, as to be by chem 
deterred from my own duty, nor provoked to cenſure 
and condemn them; for our Holy Religion profeſſed 
in this Church, teacheth me to rake care of my own Pra- 
&ice, but not raſhly ro condemn other Men. For I can 
make more excuſes for others, thin I can for my felt. 
and for me to be wanting in any part of Service, or Cere- 
mony, I may juſtly think may be a greater fault, than for 


others, who perhaps know nor, or mind not ſo much 


the Reaſon and Conlequence ot being ſtrittly regular. At 
leaſt I am fure that their being guilty of a fault, will 
not excuſe me, if [ att the ſame; and every Man ſhall 
ſtand or fall to his own Maſter. And I am ſure it more 
becomes an humble and private Chriſtian ro look 
after his own Athions, than to be fharp in ſpying out, 
or ſevere in cenſuring the Carriage of others. 


—— —— — — — — — 
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HAP. V. 
Of Additions to the Faith, 


Reckon the Doctrine taught and profeſſed in this 

Church, and the Way and Method of Divine Service 
here uted and praiſed, to be Sufficient. to Salvation; 
and that as there is nothing Commanded that is unlawhul, 
or ſupertiuous, (the Romaniſts themſelves condemning 
nothing that we teach as neceſſary, but owning it all co 
be fir and good,) ſo alſo I think there is nothing want. 
ing, or deficient, that there is no neceſſary or uſeful Arti- 


cle of Faith that is not in this Church expreſly owned, 
| no 
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no Duty towards God or Man, that is not according to 
the Rules of this Church taught, and practiſed. And there- 
fore whatever is turther urg'd as neceſſary to Salvation, 
or is required off me in order to Church Communion, I 
cannot but think either falſe or unneceſſary. 

And on this ground I muſt diſown the beliefof the In. 
fallibility of the Biſhop or Church of Rome, or ſub- 
jection to them to be neceſſary in order to Church-Com- 
munion or Salvation: Though the Romaniſts preſs this 
as the firſt thing neceſſary. For as to the Pope's Intallibi- 
liry, I cannor think that the good and wile God ſhould 
either have appointed any one Man, or any ſet number 
of Men, as an Infallible Judge, and Interpreter of his 
will, to whom we muſt attend and obey, retigning up 
our judgment and reaſon, and yet never tell us where 
this Man or number of Men 1s to be found; whereas 
ſurely this ought to. have been of all things the moſt 
plainly and frequently urged in the Scripture; It oughr to 
have been as viſible there, as that God is one, or as that 
Jeſus is Chriſt, Nay indeed methinks Scripture ſhould 
have told us nothing elſe, but where to find this Iufallible 
Judge, and how to obey him. For all other Precepts and 
Rules of Scripture, muſt certainly be ſome derogation to 
the Power and Authority ot this Infallible Guide. 

And ſeeing this Infallibility cannot be made cut, nor 
ſhewn in whom it doth reſide (for even they of the Ro- 
man Communion cannot agree where to place it: and all 
other Chriſtians utterly difown it;) how can it be a ne- 
ceſſary Point in order to Salvation to ſubmit to the Bi- 
ſnop of Rome, or receive and practiſe whatever he tells 
us we ought to receive and practiſe? For he may be mi- 
ſtaken, as well as other Men. And Ithinł it is very evi- 
dent, that unleſs it be on account of his Infallibility, we 
in England owe him no more obedience, or ſervice, than 
we owe to any other good and Chriſtian Biſhop: Nor do 
we owe him ſo much reſpect, as we owe to our own E1- 
ſhop ; for it is certain that we belong not to his Tempo- 
ral, nor to his Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction. | 

And till they ot the Church of Rome, from their own 
Example, ſhew us Wich is this Inſallible Judge, and 
what uſe he is of, by putting an end to their own Divi- 
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ſions, and Controverſies, I ſnall certainly conclude, that 
they do not believe themſelves when they ſay, He is 
ſomewhere among them. Or at leaſt, if he be among 
them, he had as good not have been there, for he is of 
no uſe or benefit to them; much leſs can we believe it 
neceſſary to Salvation to own his Authority and Intallibi- 
lity. Particularly let them make the Council of Trent to be 
fully received in France, and its Authôrity own'd there 
(and yet if an infallible Judge ever pretended to appear 
among them, it was in that Council which made a new 
Creed, and new Religion:) But we know the Authority 
of that Council is utterly diſown'd in France, and nothing 
approved of as decreed by that Council. Let them, by 
the help of this Infallibility, end and decide all the 
great and dividing Queſtions among their own Members; 
Let them reſolve and ſatisfie the Quietiſts now at Rome it 
ſelf, Determine the Diſputes between, and Reconcile the 
nog and Janſeniſts; we ſhall nor elſe think it is out of 
ove to us, or to Truth, chat they tell us of this Infallibi- 
liry, but for ſome other, and bad Deſigns on us, at leaſt 
J cannot ſee how they can expect that we ſhould own 
and acknowledge it. For if they really had ſuch an excel- 
lent thing among them, I do believe that they love 
themſelves ſo well, that they would apply it to the Cure 
of their own miſerable Diſſentions and Diviſions; and 
they will never perſuade vs they have it, till they firſt 

ot all uſe it thus towards themſelves, | 
And if it be not on pretence of Infallibilty, that they 
reckon it neceſſary for us to be in Communion with the 
Biſhop of Rome, I cannot fee how they can on any other 
account plead it neceſſary that we ſhou!d be ſubject to him. 
For I cannot think ir poſſible that God ſhould make obe- 
dience to any humane thing, to be the firſt thing neceſſa- 
ry in order to Heaven, eſpecially a humane Authority di- 
in& from that Regal Authority under which 1 was born 
and to which I owe Subjettion, according to both S. Pe- 
ters and S. Paul's Command; much leſs that all the 
World ſhould be fubje& to one Man, and much lefs yet 
that this ſhould be, and yet God Almighty never tell vs 
in Scripture where this Univerſal Monarch ſhould reſide, 
And yer they may talk what they will, it is not our Ee- 
lieving 
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Þ lieving agreeable to true Chriſtianity, and for the ſaving 
of our Souls, that they would have us ſubmit to them, 
© and own their Infallibility; it is not out of love to Truth, 14 
or to us, that they at all defire our Converſion, as they 1 
call ir, but it is for the love of our Money, and that they 
may domineer the more over our Eſtates, and Purſes, as 
well as our Conſciences. And hence it is that the Conver. 
ſion of England is at this day ſo little regarded and pro- 
moted at Rome. For the Pope and Cardinals are old Men, 3 
and they ſay, that we being very obſtinate, there is no 0 
hopes that any good ſhould be done with us in their Cv] 
days; and if ever we ſhould be Converted, we ſhould 34 
bring no Money ta them, we ſhall not be fleeced in their \ ol 
times, and they are not much concern'd for thoſe that | 
will come after them. They may ſpend Money on us, to 
ſend, and maintain Men to Convert us, but they ſhall 
receive no money from us. Thus they argue and talk 
freely at Rome. And this is one, if not the main reaſon, $ || 
that the Pope and Cardinals are fo backward, to preſs 4 
our Converſion, eſpecially when they conſider at the fame : 
time, that the Men chiefly imployed in our Converſion 
are jeſuits, of whom even the Pope, and all the wiſe [ 
Italians are both afraid, and aſhamed. Nay indeed, they 
wonder at us, of all Men in the World, that we thould 
at all think of embracing that Religion, which they that | 
know it beſt, and get moſt Money by, are weary of, and 1 
going to throw off; almoſt all the Learned and 8 * 
"| Romans, that care for any Religion, being Quieti/ts, and 
conſequenrly no Admirers of the exerciſe ot Religion. 
| according to preſent Popery. Thus the Wife Italians 
| think and argue; and yet ſurely if there be Infallibility in 
"| the Romiſb Church, it is among them, and they are 
'B neareſt ro it. And if any here plead, (as ſome I know 3 
have the imprudence to do) that there are no Diviſins ö | 
: 


at Rome concerning Quietiſm, they may as ſoon perſuade Xx 
that they are all Virtuous there, that there is no Vice, or | 
that the Pope neither is, nor never was there; and Iwill 
undertake to defend all this too as well as Tranſubſtant ia- I 
tion. And if there happen ſuch another Pope to ſucceed. $6 
this Pope in his Enmity againſt the Jeſuits, I ſee not why + 
the Jeſuirs may not perſuade the World that the true 
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Pope is not at Rome, but at Paris or where they pleaſe, 
or Paris is as often called the Seat of St. Peter, and the 
Infallible Chair, as Rome is called fo in the New Teſta- 
ment; and I believe it is as evident from Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory that St. Peter fate 25 years Biſhop in one City, 
as in the other. 

And as thus I cannot believe either the Infallibility of 
the Eiſhop of Rome to be true, or ſubjection to him to be 
neceflary to Salvation; So nor can I think the other Ad- 
dicions that he hath made to the Creed, to be parts of 
true Chriſtianity, much leſs to be neceſſary to be belie- 
ved. 

All the Contradictions that a man can reckon up, per- 
haps, niay be as reconcilable, as the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
/tantiation. And the Chriſtian Religion being by our Savi- 
our, and rhe Apoſtles, recommended to our Reaſon, it is 


not poſſible but they muſt give us leave to make uſe of 


our Reaſon in judging of the ſeveral parts of this Religion. 
For tho' where we contemplate on any thing that en- 
trencheth on Infinity, we are ſenſible our Reaſon is at a 
loſs, and we ſubmit to Revelation without more ado (for 
ſo if we Contemplate but on the Extenſion of the material 
World, whether it be Infinite, or no; or on the Diviſi- 
biliry of matter, whether it can be into Infinite parts or 
no; or of the Ante and Poſt duration of the World, or 
Time, whether ic was poſſible for it to have a Beginning 
or End, or no; whether there can be an Infinite Num- 
ber, or no, Cc.) In ali theſe kinds of Queſtions, tho' on- 
ly concerning Natural things, yet we muſt confeſs our 
Reaſon to be puzzled; and ſo what concerns the 
Attributes, and Nature of God, it there be any thing a- 
bove our Reaſon taught us in Scripture, it is not the fault 
of Religion, but of our own Minds, and their Incapacity, 


that we do not comprehend it, (it all concerns Infinity, 


which we are unable to comprehend, or treat of;) But 
that there ſhould be ſuch Difficulties, and Contradictions 
in our Apprehenſions of a thing ſo intirely liable to our 

Senſes, as a piece of Bread is, one would not ſuſpect. 
Indeed if the Church of Rome had told us, there are an 
infinite number of parts of matter in that bread, we might 
have yielded to them. But for them to tell us that there are 
an 


— 7 9 
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an infinite number of Bodies of Men, and all fix foot long, 
ima piece of Bread of an Inch long, and all this in- 
finite number of Bodies in this one lump, ro be bur one 
Body whilſt it is all together, and all theſe Millions ot 
Bodies thar are on Earth to be not different from, bur 
the ſame with one another, and with that one Glorifi- 
ed Body that is in Heaven; That at the Conſecration that 
Body comes down from Heaven, tho' it ſtir not at all; 
That it is Eaten by every one that receives the Sacrament, 
and yet continues to be Eaten by thouſands of o- 
thers ſtill ; That it neither nouriſheth as fleſh, nor hach 
any property of Fleſh, according to themſelves, for ir 
may be eaten in Lent, that it is not real fleſh, rho” nofleſh 
appear, and that there is no Bread, tho' only Bread ap- 
pear; that when it is mouldy, or eaten by Rats and Mice, 
that neither Bread nor Fleſh is mouldy, or eaten by 
theſe Rats and Mice; All theſe, and innumerable more 
Conrradi:tionsare contained in this Doctrine of Tranſih- 
ſtantiation. Beſides that this Doctrine, as taught in the 
Church of Rome, is contrary alſo to Scripture, which 
calls it Bread when it is eaten, 1 Cor. 11. Let a Man 
Examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread; and in 
many other places. | 

But now if after all irſhould be true, that Chriſt ſhould 
be inthe Sacrament,as the Papiſts imagine; yer our Rea- 
ſon and Senſes ſo fully in forming us the contrary, and 
our Saviour having no where bid us lay afide our Reaſon 
or Senſe in chiscale, but he himſelf even after his Reſur- 


region appealing to the Reaſon and Sence of St. Thomas 


for the verity ot h's Fleſh and Bones, we may be fure 
that he would excuſe our Unbeliet when we have ſo ma- 
ny Arguments againſt ir, and nothing for ir, bur one 


ſingle expreſſion, which is ay wee? yr Figurative as to 


the Cup, for he calls it Cp, inſtead of Wine in the Cup; 


and we may juſtly think it is ſo Figurative as to the 


Bread, when he calls it his Body, For the Eaſtern Nations, 

and eſpecially the Jews, very much uſe ſuch Figurative 

Exprefſions; and our Saviour elſewhere cails himſelf the 

True Vine, the Way, the Door, which no Man certainly ever 

underſtood in a literal Senſe, But efpecially the Church of 

Rome ſo ſtriftly requiring che higheſt Divine Honours to be 
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raid to that which appears under the form of Bread and 
Wine, we are inßnitely the moſt ſafe in paying it no 
Divine Honours, becauſe we have all the reaion in the 
World to believe, it is nothing but Bread and Wine. And 
if it ſhould be as the Papiſts ſuppoſe, we may be ſure 
Chriſt would excuſe us, if we worſhip him, and way 
to him as in Heaven firing at che Right Hand of God, 
though we take no notice of him here, where accord- 
ing to themſelves, ke appears but at beſt incognito, and 
hith no where commanded to be Worſhipped as Corpo- 
rally preſent there: And God declares himſeif a Zealous 
God as to his Worſhip ; and therefore if he ſhould not be 
there in Body, they cannot deny but they commir flat 
Idolatry. And yer the Worſhipping of the Hoſt, as 
they call ir, is of all things the moſt ſtrialy enjoyned, and 
inſiſted on, as if there were no danger at all of giving 
God's Glory to another, and provoking his Jealouſie. 
and yer according to the Papiſts themſelves the Eleva- 
tion of the Hoſt, and the Worſhipping of it by the People, 
hach been but lately Ordained in the Church of Rome it 
ſelt; and it is not to this day PraQiſed in all the Eaſtern 
Churches; and the appointing à Feaſt for it, called the 
Feaſt of God, and the Worſhipping it, when carried in 
Proceſſion, or to a ſick Perſon, is of later date. 

For the ſame Reaſon alſo I am very <q of uſing any 
Image in Divine Worſhip; For I cannot but think that 
Images were forbidden the Jews in the Second Com- 
mandment, and are forbidden us ſtill. And though the 
Church of Rome pretends that they are Aſſiſtances to 
Devotion, I cannot but think them to be rather hindrances 
and diſtractions. And that a Man muſt be very ſenſual, 
and immerſed in matter, whom an Image will aſſiſt in 
his Apprehenſions of God, or make it be more devout- 
ly affected towards him. I am ſure they are an inſuffera- 
ble offence to both Jews and Turks, and make them ſo a- 
verſe to Chriſtianity, that there is no hopes of converting 
'em. And yet no Man can ſay that the Worſhip of em is 


at all neceſſary, and all muſt 2 they may be intolerably 


abuſed, as we find by the Old Teſtament they were, and 
from the practice of the Heathen, both of old, and ſill. 
And tho' the Learned Men in the Church of Rome a 
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have better Notions of things, yet it is to be feared that 
the Common People do perform the ſame Worſhip to them 
that the Heathen did to their Images. And if the Image 
only puts People in mind of the Perſon; why ſhould 
the Image of the Virgin Mary at Coretto be more eſteem'd 
than any other? For I cannot fanſie it is more like the 
Virgin Mary, who certainly was no Blackmore, Therefore 
by their running thus to one Image, rather than ano- 
ther, they muft neceſſarily rhink, that there is ſome 
Holineſs in the Images themſelves, fome Divine Vertue 


reſident in them, which is the Notion, in which the Hea 


thens looked on, and Worſhipped their Images: And 
God himſelf hath ſaid, He is a Fealous God, eſpecially 


any irs, ary own the Second Commandment, which 


the Church of Rome is ſo ſenſible of, that they ſuffer not 
their People to Read, or learn that Commandment, let 
they ſhould boggle at the worſhip of Images. 

Nor do I think much better of the Prayers which wed 
make, and the Worſhip they pay to Saints departed, 
though theſe are not dead and ſenſleſs, as the Images are. 


For the very Praying to them at all times, in all places 
and on all occaſions, Argues thit they muſt own ſome 
kind of Omniſcience and Omniprejence in the Saints. For 


elſe how can the Saints hear us, where- ever we are? And 


all Religious Prayer being a part of Divine Honour, we 


think it too much to he aſcribed to a Creature, eſpecially 
when they pray to a Saint, not only to pray for them, 


bur to give them all Bleſſings, Spiritual and Temporal,, 
tor Protection from all Enemies, Ghoſtly, and Bodily,, 
Ning they a- 


from all Evils at Sea and Land: By fo da 
ſcrive a kind of omnipotency to the Saints alſo, 


And tho' they do grant, that the Saint gets thoſe good 
things for them of God, yet they are beholden tothe Saint, 
elſe they think God would not have given them. And there- 


fore tho' they own God to be the Original Author, yet 


they look on the Saint, as the immediate Donor, to whom 
they are immediately and eſpecially obliged. And after 


all this, they cannot but grant, that there is no neceſſity 
of praying to a Saint. For they can as well, at the ſame 
time pray to God hiniſelf, who, they are ſure, hears 


them and can help them, and who will be ſo tar. from 
| et taking 
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175 raking it ill, that he expects to be Prayed to by us, and is Pe 

. called in the Scripture, the God that heareth Prayer. 

| But tho' God is ſo willing to be Prayed to by us, yer 

NH ſtill there are ſome Prayers which I cannot think that he 

| 1 is much pleaſed withal; and that is Prayers for the Dead, 
f 


in 
* which are ſo conſtantly offered up, and make a conſide- Þ no 
0 rable part of the Devotions of the Church of Rome. For Þ <c 
4 whatever inſtances are found in the Primitive Church of | a 
. Prayers for the Dead, were only either Evidences ot their va 
is Belief of the Soul's living after Death, which they thought ol 
of Proper to inculcate, and by this means to evidence in a 

7 Heathen World; or elſe were Arguments of their own | t 
19 aboundant Charity, and of the impertect State as to Hap- Se 
. pineſs, in which they ſuppoſed the beſt Men to be till B » 
K the General Reſurrection; but it is evident, they had no I 
'k knowledge of thoſe Purgatory Pains, which are now the . 
© only occation ot the Prayers for the Dead in the Church 2 
#1 of Rome. And accordingly they Pray'd only for the Beſt ; 
. People, for ſuch ot whole Salvation and Happineſs there 8 
4. was no doubt, as the Virgin Mary, and Apoſtles; which I 
3 15 directly contrary to the preſent Doctt ine and Practice : 
* of the Church of Rome. 
S And tho' the Ancients, on ſome miſtaken Notions, 
5 concerning the ſtate of the Soul, did ſometime thus Pray | 
1 for the Souls of good Men, yet feldom or never tor the 

0 Souls of bad Men. Nor did they make that ill uſe ot it, 

43 that is now made in the Roman Communion. For now 

1 in the Church of Rome, nothing is ſo eaſily ſecured, as 

5 Eternal Salvation, the abſolution of a Prieſt being ſuffi- 


cient for that. Therefore all that any Man need fear, is 
only the Puniſhment of Purgatory; and to Pray for their 
deliverance thence, is halt the buſineſs of their ſurviving 
Friends, and the Purchace perhaps of half their Eſtates, 
Bur if the Juſtice of God would not paſs by, or torgive 
this Temporal Puniſhment, as they call it, before the 
Perſon's Death, and whilſt he might ame nd, and be made 
better by the uſe of the means of Grace, how can we 
think thar God ſhould Pardon him now ſeeing there is 
no hope of his growing better; I cannor indeed ſo much 
wonder that the Church now ſhould be glad to have this 
Opinion prevail among the People; but I admire that the 


People 
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People, or indeed any that love Truth, ſhould rely, or de- 
pend on it, eſpecully ſeeing there is not one word in 
Scripture to encourage this Opinion, nor one inſtance 
of Prayer for the Dead; not any ſuppoſition of any Fire 
in the other World, but that which never ſhall be quench' d; 
nothing but vehement Exhortations to work while tis 


c lled to day, before the Night of Death comes, when no 


Man can work; altho' another kind of method of Sal- 
vation than is now Taughr and Practiſed in the Church 
of Rome. 

I might alſo inſiſt on many other Articles, and ſhew 
them to be Innou tions, or Additions to the Faith, as of the 
Seven Sacraments, Tradit ons, Sacrifice of the Maſs, Com- 
munion in one kind, Indulgences, aſeribing ſuch Vercue to 
Inſtitutions of their own, viz. a Monaſtich Life, Holy Wa- 
ter, Croſſing themſelves, their Doctrine of Merit, Supererro- 
gation, ot the Pope's Powe" to Depoſe Princes, Abſolve Sub- 
1:&s from their Allegiance, (which I perſwade my ſelf, 
St. Peter would never have pretended to) of the lawtul- 
neſs of breaking their Faith with Hereticks; and eſpeci- 
ally, ſceing they of the Church of Rome inſiſt on theſe, 
as the very Foundation of Religion, and will promiſe you 
Salvation if you do but own, and proteſs theſe; det your 
Life be what ir will be, according to that ſaying of 
Tertullian, concerning che Hereticks of his Time, Nun- 
quam facilius proficitur quam in caſtris Rebellium, ubi ipſum 
eſſe illic promereri eſt. 

Bur of all the Points of Popery there have heen fo ma- 
ny, and fo excellent Diſcourſes of late written by the 
Clergy, eſpecially in and about the City of London, that 
need ſay no more, but refer my Reader to them. 
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NAP. VI. 
Of Civil Converſation. 


12 the World be one of the Enemies which 1 
am warned of in Scripture, and in my Baptiſm 1 
renounce and promiſe to fight againſt, and though the ill 
Cuſtoms and Examples in it are too often a ſnare to ma- 


ny; yet ſtill I am taught in the Church of Enztang, At” 
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1] may lawfully, and ought to converſe in it. For as it 
harh difficulties and temptations to Vice, ſo it gives alſo 
occaſion to exerciſe our Vertues; and theretore is no 
more evil, or dangerous, than our lite ir ſelf here which 
is a ſtate of trial, in which it is expected that we muſt do 
good, and ſuffer hardſhip, in order to an eternal Reward. 
And I cannot think that the wiſe and good God would 
not only have ſent us into the World, but alſo have made 
fo many employments, neceſſary and uſeful in order to 
our ſubſiſtence here, it it had been a fin to manage thoſe 
Imployments, or to converſe with thoſe that do. There. 
fore I reſt fully aſſured that whatſoever imployment is ne- 
ceſſary, or uſeful in the World, is alſo lawful; and what- 
ever is Lawſul, may be Lawfully managed by my ſelf, or 
any other good Chriſtian, St John the Baptiſt, the Fore- 
runner of our Saviour, when the Publicans and Soldiers 
cameto ask him what they ſhould do, doth nor bid them 
lay down their imployments, as either unlawful or unfit, 
or unſafe, but gives them good and uſeful Rules, fitted to 
their ſeveral Caſes, but ſuffers them ſtill to continue in 
their Imployments: And yet thoſe two Imployments 
ſeem as much to expoſe Men to Temptations, and to have 
as much to be ſaid againſt them as any. And we find 
the Apoſtles, and particularly St. Paul in his Epiſtles, to 


give advice to Perfons of all kind of Conditions, and to 


preſcribe Rules concerning the Carriage and Behaviour 
of Husbands and Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters 
and Servants, Magiſtrates and People in Church and State, 
and both Superior and Inferior; which is to me an unde- 
niable Argument, that in every one of theſe Relations 
one may live as becomes a good Chriſtian. 


And particularly as to Government and Magiſtracy, 1 


am fo far from thinking it unlaw ful, that T eſteem it ne- 
ceſſary, ard look on it as one of the moſt Sacred things 
in the Werld; for it is of God's appointment, and on 
the maintaining of which, the good of Mankind doth 
much depend. | 


And of all kinds of Government I like Monarchy, it 


being a reſemblance ofthe higheſt, and the beſt fitted for 
revcuting Factions and Diviſions, and for the more regu- 
radmiatitration of Affairs and ſeems naturally to derive 

: 2 
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it ſelf from Paternal Authority, or the power of Fathers 
over their Children; every Father of a Family, or Patri- 
arch of old time, as Adam, Seth, Noah, Sem, Abram, Jacob, 
being a kind of King over their Children and Grand- 
Children; and ſo the name of Father is thought at length 
to have been changed into that of King, for ſo we find 
Kings in Scripture frequently called Fathers, and theyare 
always ſuppoſed to have that fame care and tenderneſs 
over their People, as a Father hath for his Childrenand 
Family; and accordingly may juſtly challenge the fame 
kind of hearty Love and Service, and Obedience from 
them, | 

And eſpecially in this Country I hold my ſelf bound, as 
far as I can to ſupport and maintain the Monarchy, in all 
the juſt and ancient Rights of it: For it is the Form of 
Government that hath been always eſtabliſhed and in 
uſe here, and is in the frame ot our Laws and Conſtituti- 
ons ſo conſtantly reſpected, that it is a dreadful danger, as 
well as fin to endeavour any change or alreration of Go- 
vernment. And if there be any Right on Earth, ſurely Mo- 
narchy hath Right with us, and hath at leaſt as good a 
Title to all its Powers, Rights and Privileges, as any of 


its Subjects can have to their Honour, Properties, and 


Eſtates. And I think my ſelf bound to do what I can, 
to maintain this Monarchy in its true Line and Succeſſion; 
the Monarchy of England being always eſteemed as truly 


an Hereditary and Succeſſive a Monarchy as any in the 


World; the Crown deſcending from Fathers to Children, 
whether Males or Females, not liable to be diſpoſed, A- 
lienated, or Sold, nor depending on any Election, or 
Choice of the People; and according to this Method 
our preſent King enjoys the Crown, who hath,as I believe, 
the trueſt and moſt ancient Right to his Crown, that 
any King in the known parts of the World hath : For 
tho' the Succeſſion hath had ſomerimes interruptions, and 
the Crown hath been violently ſeized on, yer ſtill the 
| Right to Succeſſion was then generally owned, and the 
Incerruptions were afterwards cenſured as Uſurpations 
and whatever irregularities there were ſometimes for a 
while, yet at laſt the ſtream did return into its true 
Channel, and the Monarchy. became ſo ſettled by the 


good 
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good Providence of God, that as far as Hiſtory can in- 
form our preſent King is Heir both of the Saxon, Vor- 
man, and Scottiſh Lines. And our Rings being both by the 
Laws ct God, and alſo by the Laws of our Land, ſup- 
poſed to look on themſelves towards their Subjects, not 
as Maſters towards their Slaves, but as Parents towards 
their Children, and to deal with them accordingly : I 
take care there fore alſo to pay him the ſame kind of true 
filial obedience, ſervice and ſubmiſſion, as to a Parent, 
to Pray for him and wiſh him well, ro be tender of his 
Honour and careſul of his Good, neither to wrong him 
my felt, nor ſuffer others to wrong him, as far as 
is in my power, to look on him as one ſet over us by 
God tor Good, and to reſpet him Conſcientiouſly on 
this account: And this Llook on as a better foundation for 
true Loyalty and Obedience, than fear. For that Prince 
that only deſigns to ferrifie his Subjetts and keep them in 
awe hath bur a very uncertain hold of his People. 

And as thus Government is neceflary in the World, 
and Monarchy is lawfully eſtabliſned among us, ſo tor a 
Man to have a ſhare of this Government, and to be ſub- 
ſervient to the Monarchy, 1s notonly lawful, bur for him 
to diſcharge it well, is exceeding commendable; he 
thereby will purchaſe a Bleſſing ro himſelf from God, 
and be a publick Bleffing to the World. And I am not 
aſhamed uf the meanneſs of my Place and Rank what - 
ever it is; for in every Government or Body of Men 
that live together, there muſt needs be a great variety of 


Imployments, ſome higher, ſome lower, ſome more, 


ſome leſs honourable,. yer the meaneſt, if honeſt, are 
both uſeful for the good of the whole, and may be law- 
fully managed by a Chriſtian. And tho' I will not thruſt 
my ſelf into another Man's Office and Buſineſs that be- 
ing the certain cauſe of Diſorder and Confuſion, nor am 
I very forward to follicit or ſue for any publick Imploy- 
ment, for I conſider the weight and moment of ir, for 


which I muſt give an account both to God and the Pub- 


lick, and it is poſſible that by my having this place, 1 
may exclude another that will manage it better: yer 
when I am lawfully called or appointed to any place, | 
refuſe it not, knowing that ſome body muſt have all 
theſe places, and tho' I am not ſo ſure of my own abili- 

| ties 
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ties, yet Tam as ſure of mine own integrity and deſire to do 
good, as any gan be; and I am ſenſible that integrity goes 
a great way towards the diſcharge of my truſt: but Ido 
not by reaſon of trouble or charge avoid any Office, even 
in mine own Pariſh; tor by every one of thele I ferve God 
and my Neighbours,the Church and State, and a little pains 
or money laid out in fo good a cauſe is a great gain. If the 
place that I have be honourable or beneficial, I look not 
ſo much at the profit or honour ot it, as at the truſt repo- 
ſed in me, and the opportunity that I have by it of doing 
good. And to ſtir up my ſelf to a careful management ot 
the truſt I have, I confider that both God and Man will 
expect that whilſt I am in this place, | ſhould be more 
uſeful in the World than other men, or eiſe my account 
will be ſad at the laſt day. And this conſideration will 
have another good effect on me, it will make me alſo 
more willing to leave or part with this place, tho very be- 
neficial; ro be ſure, it will make me keep it no longer than 
I can with honour, and a ſafe and good conſcience. 
And by my doing my duty honeſtly and diſcreetly, 
tho' but in an inferiour place, perhaps I may ſtop a 
gap, by which miſchiet might come to the Publick; I 
may encourage my inferiours, ſhame my ſuperiours, if 
they are remiſs, and give a good example to all; and 
this is of manifold advantage to the Publick. | 
And fo if I have any Vote or Intereſt tor the choice 
of a Member of Parliament, or any Publick Miniſter 
or Officer, or the diſpoſal of any Imployment in which 
the Publick is concern'd, I do nothing for favour or 
friendſhip, I regard nor any kind of Intereſt or Obliga- 
tion of my own; for I always think that regard is firſt 
to be had to the Publick, and the good of it : and 
_ therefore I imploy my pains and 1ntereſt for ſuch as I 
verily believe are fitteſt tor it in themſelves, and will 
do moſt good to the Publick, borh as ro Church and Stare, 
For I hold it highly unreaſonable that any kind of Pub- 
lick Office or Imployment, ſhould be beſtowed as a re- 


ward for former Services or Kindneſſes to my ſelf, for 


by ſuch kind of tranſactions, I plainly fell the Publick 
to pay my own private debts and obligations. 

Next to the Publick, I reckon my felt eſpecially con- 
cern'd tor my own Family; that being ſo particularly 


com- : 
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committed to my charge, that I only am accountable for 
them. 

My Wife I not only take care of, but ſhew all reſpect 
and kindneſs to her, as to my beſt and deareſt Friend in 
the World; for ſo by my Marrying her, I took and own'd 
her; and in the Church before God and the Congregati- 
on, I promiſed I would fo carry my ſelf towards her, and 
I can never expect a Bleſſing of God, if I break a Vow 
ſo ſolemnly made before God, and in ſo great a Caſe. 
And to put my ſelf the more effettually in mind of this, 
I often read over the Office of Matrimony, to ſtir up my 
ſelf to a ſtri& obſervance of my Vow there, and to pre- 
vent my varying from it. 

If I have a Father or a Mother alive, I not only pay 
them all poſſible reſpect and obſervance, but give them 
all kind of aid and ſupport that I am able on every oc. 
caſion, as being both commanded ſo to do by God, and 
alſo in gratitude for what they have done for me; and 

further, as an ingagement on my own Children to ſhew 
the ſame duty to their Mother and me, when we ſhall 
e old. fs 

To my Children I ſhew the ſame renderneſs, as to my 
Wife, and give them as I am able, ſuch Education and 
Inſtruction, as may keep them ſtrictiy Verruous and Reli- 
gious, and make them uſeful to the World, as well as 
dutiſul, and Comforts to my Wife and my ſelf. And I 
take care ſo to bring them up, and place them, in order 

to the ir future ſubſiſtenee, that they may have ſome ho- 
neſt and induſtrious way of employing their time, and 
maintaining themſelves: Eſpecial regard being had to 
ſuch a way of living, as, I think, will be beſt for their 
Souls good. For Lam not at all ſollicitous to leave them 
a | Eſtate, but only ſuch a Portion as ſhall be an aſ- 
ſiſtance aud encouragement to their Virtue, to their Di- 


ligence, and Induſtry; but not a Maintenance for their 


Vani y, and an incentive to their Luxury; for that may 
be a Snare, rather than a Bleſſing to them. 

If I have Brothers and Siſters, tho' living far diſtant 
from me, yer I have a very particular concern for them, 
as being ha turally parts of the ſame Family with my ſelf, 
and are therefore in an eſpecial] manner the objects 1 + my 

| Love, 
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Love, and of my care, and though I have no direX Au- 
thority over them yet I muſt never be wanting in good 
advice and admonirion to them; and yet to all People 
of a good Temper, Advice and Counſel will go as far as 
Commands or T hreatnings, eſpecially if it be given with 
that tendcrnefs and affection, which is due to perſons 
ſo nearly related tome, * 

My Servants I treat with ſuch Gentleneſs and Kind- 
neſs, as may make them thankful to God, chearful in 
their condition, as well as willingly ſerviceable and faith- 
ful ro me. For I look on them as Brethren, both by 
Nature, and the Goſpel, and that we are all Servants a- 
like to the great Lord of all, and there is no reſpe& of 
Ferfons with him. And he having committed theſe 
Servants to my Truſt, I not only take care tor their Food 
and comfortable Subſiſtence here, bur eſpecially for 
their Inſtruction, and the good ot their Souls hereafter. 
And therefore I not only frequently in diſcourſe teach 
them their duty to God, and exhort them to the pra- 
Rice of it, but alſo I take notice how they come to the 
publick Service, eſpecially on Sundays, and Family pray- 
ers every day, and always alot them — time every day, 
at leaſt a quarter of an hour, Morning and Evening, for 
their private Devotions, which { teach them to uſe out of 
the Whole Duty of Man, or, Dr. Patrick's Devotions; and I 
reckon ita great fault in Maſters and Miſtreſſes, ſo to hurry, 
and perpetually to employ their Servants, as not to al- 
low them any time for the Service of God in private. But 
then this time that I thus allow them for their private 
Devotion, I make as ſure as I can that they thus ſpend 
it, and not in Idleneſs, or talk with one another. 

To all my Family in general, I make my ſelf as eaſie 
as I can, being not difficult to be pleaſed, and ready to 
forgive any ſlight Neglect or fault: For I am ſenſible of 
my own infirmities and faults, eſpecially againſt God, on 
the conſideration of which only, I think my ſelf bound 
to be mi!d rowards others offending me; their Offences 


againſt me, being againſt fewer and leſſer wry pres than 


mine are againſt God, and I praying to God ſo often eve- 
ry day only to forgive me my Treſpaſſes, as I forgive them 
that Treſpaſs againſt me. | 


Ay 
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As I contract not Friendſhip, or extraordinary familia- 
rity with any bad man, or ill affected to the Church or 
State, both for the ſake of my own Repurition, and my 
own ſafety (an intimate acquaintance with a bad Man, 
reflecting always on his Companions, and Vice being al- 
ways very infectious:) ſo when I do chuſe a Friend, and 
profeſs any kindneſs extraordinary, I am not only real 
and fincere in my Friendſhip without defign or tricks, 
bnt make it a part of my ſtudy and buſineſs, that my 
Friend may be the better for me. It I ſee any thing fir 
for him to do, I pur him in mind of it, and adviſe him 
friendly; if I ſee him do any thing amiſs, I admonith him 
alſo, and as kindly reprove him, which is no other than 
what I would have him to do to me: If I can aſſiſt him 
in any buſineſs, I do it willingly and readily, and am nor 
{paring of my trouble or ordinary charge for him; I rec- 
koning it as one of the worſt propertics of Men, who 
ſometimes ſo love their own eaſe, that they will not fo 
much as ſtir out of their Sear, to do another the greateſt 
kindneſs. And though I am thus ready to help and aſ- 
fiſt my Friend, yer I rake care always to perform more 
than I promiſe, or put him in hopes of, or to promiſe 

leſs than I derigtt ro perform; for I confider the way 2£ 
the World and temper of Men, that their hopes and ex- 
| (ray eg do generally out-run their reaſons; what they 

ave bur the leaſt encouragement given to hope for, they 
in their thoughts make themſelves ſure of; and rhere- 
fore by my doing more than I ſay for my Friend, or pro- 
miting leſs than I intend, I both provide againit difap- 
pointment which may poſſibly happen, keep him more 
at eaſe and reſt, and yer ſhew my friend ſhip ro him as 

much. And the carriage which I have thus expreſſed, I 
uſe towards my Friends; or ſuch as I chuſe our of the 
World, tor a more intimate Familiarity; 1 ufe it alto to- 
wards my Kinsfo/4 and Relations, whom God hath as it 
were recommended to my Friendſhip and Acquaintance, 
by making them ſo by nature allied to me. 

Towards all my Neighbours, that live in the ſame Pa- 
riſh or Town with me, of what Rank or Quality ſoever 
they are, and indeed, to all that are not only Chriſti. 
ans in general, but Members of the fame Church and 


Nation 


= 
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Nation with my ſelf, I take care to diſcharge all the Of- 
fices of Juſtice, Charity and Kindneſs, that the Goſpel 
_— ot one Man to another. And accordingly I nor 
only do them no wrong, by taking from them by ſtealth 
or oppreſſion, by cheating or over-reaching, by ſlander 
or backbiting; but I am ſtrict to give them whatever by 
any kind of Right belongs ro them. Hence I make as 
much Conſcience to pay my debts, or What I juſtly owe 
ro another, as I do not to rob him, or ſteal from him. 
As to Charity, I content not my felt with giving only 
what I am Rated, and ſo forced to pay to the Poor; but 
give alſo conſiderable as a free-will Offering of my own, 
according as I find any more than ordinary preſſing oc- 
caſion, (and ſuch will ſeldom be wanting long to a Man 
that Converſeth in the World, and hath a mind to do 
good) and although the meaſure of Charity is not defi- 
ned in Scripture, yer I conſider that the Jews were obli- 
ged to give near a filth part of their yearly income to 
the Prieſts, and Levites, and the Poor; And I am ſure 
that the general fault of men is, that they give too little, 
and therefore I will go a ſtep farther than ordinary; 
and ſcarcely any man gives enough, that doth only give 

what is perfectly ſuperfluous to him, what he doth not 
at all feel; and therefore I can ſcarce think I give as 

much as I ought, unleſs I do at leaft ſome what abridge 
my ſelf by my Charity. By ſuch Rules as theſe I Govern 
my Charity, and by ſuch Morives and Conſiderations, 
I ſtir up my ſelt to it. | 
And though only a few perhaps need my Charity, yet 
I may and do exerciſe Kindneſs towards all, the Apoſtle 
commanding us not only to be juſt and charitable, burto 
be pitiful and courteous; ro be far from rhe temper and 
practice of ſome, who love to provoke and inflame; for 
I eſteem it my duty, as far as I can, to be civil and obli- 
ging to all, according to the Apoſtle's Advice, for every 
Man to pleaſe his Brother, to edification : For this not 
only renders Mens Lives more Happy in themſelves, bur 

alſo conduceth much to the Peace of the World: And 
when Men are in a good Temper, they were better pre- 
pared, and more eaſily won over to any good, and not 
ſo liable to any Temptation of the Devil. 


15 
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To all Men, and on all occaſions, I practiſe ſincerity, 
and hate deceit; and tho' I know ir not neceſſary for me 
to tell every Man all that I know or think; yer T will 
never tell any Man contrary to what I know, or think : 
For Ireckon that falſeneſs and deceitfulneſs is the laſt 
thing to be pardon'd by God or Man; and they that 
deceive others, it is juſt with God that they be decei- 
ved themſelves, and it ſeldom fails, but that God takes 
ſuch People in their own craftineſs. 

Tho, I know that our Law doth allow Suits for ſmall 
things, and that if a man will he may be troubleſome 
to his Neighbours on many occaſions which will daily 
happen, and which are perhaps juſt provocations, at 
leaſt according to the cuſtom of the World ; yer I reckon 
= ſelf bound to bear with many things, and not to 
take every advantage againſt my Neighbour, which the 
Law may bear me out in: For I am ſenſible that Hu- 
mang Laws do allow of many things that are not very 
becoming of a Chriſtian. Nay, even if I be defamed and 
ſpoken ill of (tho' nothing is dearer to a Man than his 
Reputation) if I know my ſelf innocent, I will take all 
prudent and Chriſtian ways to clear my ſelf; yer I will 
not let every paſſionate Expreſſion againſt me, be the 
occaſion of quarrel, but rather pity the infirmities of hu- 
mane nature, than highly reſenc ſuch miſunderſtandings 
and offences that are taken, rho' unjuſtly, ar me. And 
I am ſure that by my thus bearing pariently an unjuſt 
aſperſion, I ſhall not only pleaſe God, bur alſo win 
even on my Enemies, who aſſuredly will ſee their Error, 
and fo according to Rom. 12. I ſhall overcome evil with good. 

What Eſtate I have, I always reckon that it is not 
given me only for my own uſe, and to enjoy my ownſelf 
with, bur eſpecially to do good on private and publick 
occaſions. And therefore as on this conſideration, I 


muſt nor ſpend it all on my felf, ſo alſo in prudence 


{tho' I abhor Covetouſneſs as much as prodigality, vet) 
I reckon I ought to Jive always below ny income, tho 
not niggardly, and ſo I make ſome proviſion and allow- 
ance for extraordinary caſes& charges,that will trequent- 
ly happen. And in order to my full content of mind, 
and to prevent my uſing any unjuſt or unfit ways of en- 

| riching 
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triching my ſelf; in the firſt place, I make ic my buſi- 

neſs ſo to regulate my paſſions as not to deſire, and my 
way of living in the World, as not to want a great E- 
ſtare or large income. And then I have reaſon to hope, 
that if God ſhovid give me more, I ſhould be both 
more moderate in the uſe of ir, and imploy it better 
than elſe I ſhould do. And however ſcanty my fortune, 
or mean ſtation in this World is, (if I am not ſinful- 
ly acceſſory to the bringing of my ſelf into this condition 
I am not at all aſhamed of it; for poverty is no fault or oc- 
caſion of ſhame; bur I reckon I may both be in the fa- 
vour of God, and alſo benefit rhe World, if I diſcharge ir 
honeſily and diſcreetly. But the more I receive from 
God, I always reflect how much more thankful to God, 
better in my ſelf, and uſeful in the World, ought I ro 
be than other Men : and whether my Eſtate increaſe or 
decreaſe, or be more or leſs, (unleſs by my own fault) I 
have always this conſideration before my Eyes, that the 
leſs I have, the leſs I muſt certainly give an account of, 
and this I am ſure is the trueſt ground of Contentment 
in every condition. 

As to the employment of my time, I reckon it a great 
part of Prudence, and much conducing to the happineſs 
of life, ſo to accuſtom my ſelf, that I may always have 
ſomewhat to do, that I may have ſome way of ſpending 
my time by my ſelf, with uſefulneſs and ſatisfaction. 

And I not being obliged and forced to work all day 
long, as Day-labourers, and many Farmers and Artificers 
are, but having ſome time to ſpare, from the exerciſe of - 
Devotion in publick or private, the buſineſs of my cal- 
ling, and the charitable offices that I have mentioned al- 
ready, I take care to employ it as well and uſefully as I 
can tor others and my ſelf, Time being a Talent which 
God hath intruſted us with, and for the ſpending of 
which we muſt one day be called to a ſtri& account. And 
beſides this Religious conſideration, I reckon it is one of 
the moſt miſerable and unhappy conditions in the World, 
for a Man to live ſo, as that his time is a burden to him; 
and yer it is the want of having ſome uſeful and hand- 
ſone way of employing his time, that makes a Gentleman 
ſometimes the moſt miterable creature in the World, and 


the 
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the only uſeleſs part of God's Creation. If the time of 7 


year, or weather, or his Health be ſuch that he cannot 
Hawk or Hunt, he is undone; and therefore is almoſt 
forc'd to the pitiful ſhifr of Drinking to paſs away time, 
tho' to the loſs of his Time, the abuſe of his Reaſon, 
and the prejudice of his Health, and Eſtate. Now thar I 
may never be at ſuch a ſad lofs, as that my Time ſhould 
hang on my hands, but that I may be able to ſpend a 
rainy day at home Soberly and to Satisfaction; And tho' 
I make no part of Learning my Trade or Buſineſs; yer 
I inure my ſelf co ſome kind of ſtudy, as being ſenſible 
that all Knowledge and Learning 1s the improving of a 
Man's mind, is a very proper imployment tor a Man's 
time, and will generally be of real uſe and advantage 
in Life. 

And firſt, a Knowledge of our Religion, both as Chri- 
ſtian in general, and as it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from o- 
ther kinds of Chriſtian Religion in the World, is very ne- 
ceſſary. For ſeeing the Salvation of my Soul depends on 
it, ſurely I may well allow it ſome ſhare of my time and 
ſtudy. And true Religion being the Will of God,it every 
way deſerves my thought and Contemplation; and by 
my underſtanding my own Religion well, I ſhall, by the 
bleſſing of God, keep my ſelf more ſteadily from being 
ſeduced into any ill opinion or practice. 

After Religion, the Laws of our own Country ought 
to be known and ſtudied by me, and every Man. Fer 1 


ſhall often have occaſion for a knowledge in the Laws. 


If I be a Juſtice of Peace, or if I be a High-Conſtable 
Petty-Conſtable, or in any Office, Civil or Military; or 
if I be but empannel'd on a Jury, competent Know- 
ledge in the Law 1s neceſſary; that I may underſtand 
how far my Power goes, what my Place or Office allows, 
or requires, what is expected of me, and what not; and 
this cannot be througly known, without reading and 
ſtudying the Law. Beſides, by a little knowledge of the 
Laws I thall be able perhaps ſometimes to make up and 
compoſe Differences among my Neighbours, prevent 
Suits at Law, and confequently the ruin of Families, 
and breach of Friendſhip. 

Beſides theſe parts of Learning which are ſo wy, 
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I exerciſe my ſelf in others, which 1 eſteem proper Di- 
verſions, commendable Accompliſhments, and which 
have their uſesalſoin Lite: Such as are Hiſtory and Chrono- 
logy, both of the World in general, and alſo of our own 
and Neighbour Nations in particular; together with the 
Deſcription and Geography of them. For ſome knowledge 
ot this kind is nece {ary even in order to Diſcourſe, and 
jor the underitanding but the common News and Rela- 
tions of Tranſactions in the World. There is no part of 
thoſe Sciences which they call Mathematical, but is both 


uſetuland pleaſant, improving and fining a Man's Reaſon, 


and ſerving to many occaſions of Lite; ſuch as are Geo- 
metry, Arithmetick, A/lronomy, Navigation, Surveying, Ar- 
chitecture, Fortification, Art- Military, all Natural and Ex- 
perimental Philoſophy. And heſides theſe, by a Man's un- 
derſtand ing the Anatomy ol his own Body, by his hav- 
ing ſome knowledge of Herbs, ſome skill in the general. 
Grounds ot Phyſick; he my be ſometimes helpful to his 
poor Neighbour when a Phyſician is not near, and may 
be able at leaſt to paſs a better Judgment on his own, 
or his Childrens and Families Diſtempers. 

Theſe and other very uſeful parts of Learning there 
are ſufficient to take up a Man's Lite; and there are good 
Books of all theſe Sciences in the Engliſh Tongue, and 
caſie to be had, and which I can either learn by my felt, 
or elſe with the direction and aſſiſtance of the Parſon of 
my Pariſh, or ſome orher learned Neighbour. And 1 
cannot bur reckon that Man very ſtupid, that hath ſuch 
a Field of Knowledge before him, and yet knows not 
how to ſpend his time And tho' I ſhould perhaps have 


no great edge to any of theſe parts of Learning ar firſt, 


yet let me but try them a while, and I ſhall certainly 
find chem the greateſt diverſion, and the moſt pleaſanr 
way of paſſing time that can be; and ſuch a connexion 
is there among them, that it I do bur mind any one Sci- 
ence or part of Learning with an appetite, I ſhall inſen- 
ſibly be drawn on to others, and find them neceliary. 
And all cheſe Sciences have both the general uſes, to in- 
torm our Ignorance, and prevent our being deceived 


and impoſed on, to refine and improve our Reaſon, to 


ſatisfie and inlarge our minds, and fit us for Diſcourſe 
| and 
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and Converſation; and alſo their particular uſes as ap- | 


ply'd to the ſeveral caſes of Life to which they relate. 
And my having theſe ſo innocent and commendable ways 
of ſpending my time, will beſides have many advantages; 
it will keep my Mind buſie and employed, and even make 
me contented, I ſhall not have that uneaſineſs of Mind, 
that an idle Man hath, nor fall into thoſe Temptations 
to which Idleneſs expoſeth Men. I ſhall be ſome way 
uſeful to my Neighbour and the World, adorn and cul- 
tivate my Mind, and thereby ſet my ſelf ſo much the far- 
ther above the Beaſts, avoid many of thoſe errors and ab- 
ſurdities, to which want of knowledge in theſe Sciences 
often betrays Men; I ſhall hereby be more fitted for any 
kind of Publick Employment, Civil or Military: And I 
think it may go for a Rule, That there is no part of 
good Learning, but a Man will ſometimes have occaſion 
for, and find uſeful, let his Employment or quality be 
what ever it will. | 

But beſides this way of Employing of time in Reading 
and Stud y, it's confeſs d, that it will be neceſſary alſo, for a 
Man to be ſometimes in Company, when he viſits or is 
viſited, or is obliged to meer other men on any publick or 
private affair or buſineſs. And tho' theſe meetings do too 
often become a ſnare,and draw Men into exceſs of Wine, 
Paſſion, c. which therefore as we are Chriſtians, and 
have Souls to be ſaved, we muſt watch againſt: Yer it 
cannot be denied, but that as being in Company, and 
converfing with others, is neceſſary in the World, ſo it 
hath great and manifold advantages; it ſoftens Mens 
Tempers, and makes them pliable, it reduces the Rules 
of Religion and Prudence into Act, it cures the Mind of 
that ſowerneſs or conceited neſs, to which a very retired 
and Monkiſh Perſon is too much expoſed; Acquaintance 
and Friendſhip is kept up by it, both Private and Publick 
Affairs are concerned, and much good done many ways. 
But then I take care What I can, to prevent or avoid 75 
Evils, into which keeping Company often draws Men. 
And therefore if I hear a raſh word ſpoken, though a- 
gainſt my ſelf, I do nor preſently blow ir up into a Quar- 
rel, but prudently paſs it by, as ſuppoſing it is not the 
ſertled choughts of his Mind that ſpake it; 1 raping y 

ſelt, 
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ſelf to what occafion I have given for ſuch ſpeeches; as 
if I find I have dane any thing amiſs, I modeſtly own it; 


and it I have wronged him, Iam not aſnamed to acknow- 


ledge it, and beg his Pardon: Bur if I find I am inno- 
cent, I doubt not but that he will in a.fhort time ſee 
his Error, and be aſhamed of himſelf, and therefore 
he need not be ſeverely rebuked by me. I believe not 


eaſily ill ſtories told of others, nor love to hear them, 


nor encourage the tellers of them; what Mens company [ 
do nor like, I neicher publickly affront them, nor com- 
plain of them, bur either bear ir patiently (if it be ſuch a 
company, as I am obliged to be in) and ſo it will teach 
and inure me to get a conqueſt aver my paſſions, or elſe 
I wholly abſtain from it; but even this I do without Mak. 
ing a noiſe, or being taken notice of, as avoiding ſuch 
a Man's company. : | 
It I hear ſwearing or profaneneſs, obſcenity or back- 
biring, I take the liberty ſome way or other to ſhew my 
diſlike of it; if before my Superiours, with à religious 
modeſty ; if among my equals, with freedom; if among 
my inferiours with ſome kind of Authority. For all pro- 
fane and obſcene diſcourſe, and reflecting on others, is 
really an affront and wrong to every Man; for every 
Man hath a righc in Religion and good Manners, and oughr 
to ſee them vindicated. And as a Man ſhould nor ſuffer 
his Friend or Relation to be abuſed and ſpoken ill of un- 
| juſtly, without ſome way appearing in his defence : So 
ought every man to endeavour to vindicate Religion and 
good manners, according to the nature of the place in 
which he is, & the company with which he doth converſe. 
On this ground alſo I make it part of my buineſs, 
when I am in company,as often as I have opportunity to 
prevent miſunderſtandings, and to compote differences 


2 Men; and whatever I hear that may provoke Men 
i 


againſt one another, I never divulge, but endeavour by 


all means to ſuppreſs, and ſo hope for the bleffing of 
a Peace maker, Matth. 5. | always make the beſt of, and 
put the moſt candid interpretation that I can, on what 
is done or ſaid, hereby to keep People at Peace, and to 

incourage good actions in the World. And the more 1i- 
lently aud ſecretly Ido this, or any thing of the like 
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ture, I eſteem it is always the beſt; for the leſs it is obſer- 
ved, it will always do the more good, and will alſo be as 
ſure, or ſurer, ot a full reward. 

And though I confeſs I ſeldom play -at any game, 
yer when a Man is in Company, to pleaſe a Friend, 
and ro avoid drinking, and ſpeaking ill of their Neigh- 
hours, or the Publick, I cannot bur allow of playing av 
ſome innocent Game or Recreation; bur ſtill whatever 
lawful Recreation I uſe, or Game I play at, I obſerve 
ſuch Rules as theſe ; Firſt, Never to let ir take up ei- 
ther the moſt, or the beſt, bur only the refuſe of my 
time, and the intervals of buſineſs and ſeriouſneſs. 2. Ne- 
ver to ſpend on Recreations, or to venture the loſing 
ſo much, but what 1 can well afford, and may lawfully 
lay out on my on diverſion, without . e m 
Eſtate, or abridging my Charity (for my Charity muſt 
not be the leſs, but the more liberal, for what I ſpend 
in Recreations: For if I can afford to throw away ſo much, 
it is always ſuppoſed that I can give more.) 3. Nevcr 
to ſuffer my ſelf to be put in paſſion, or out of humour 
at my lofles, or diſapointments in theſe Diverſions, and 
therefore never to deſign gain or profit, but health and 


recreation in them. And then I think there is no law- | 


ful Diverſion, but may be ſafely uſed ſometimes, if I 
uſe it not roo often, ſo as to make it my buſineſs and 
imploy ment: and it Talways obſerve a Decorum, to do no- 


thing, though lawtul in it ſelf, at an improper time, or | 


which is not fir for my age, place, and ſtation : For 
that may be fir for another, thar is nor fir for me; and 
I am fo far from the common cuſtom of the World, 
of cenſuring others for what they commit themſelves, 
that I can very patiently bear with many things in an- 
other, which I will rot take the liberty ro do my felt; 
for I can lawfully and commendably abridge my own 
liberty, but I cannor ſo well impole on, or charge, or 
cenſure others: there may be more Excuſes made for 
others than for me; and therefore in all doubrfull caſes, I 
chufe rather to confine my ſelf, than other Men, 

And by my thus managing my ſelf in theſe little and 
common caſes, I ſhall not only keep my Conſcience 
clear, and live inoffenſively before God and rn, hor 


ms 
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ſhall alſo contribute to the keeping up Peace, and Friend- 
ſhip, and good Correſpondence among Men, Members of 
the ſame Church and Nation; For Idire@ all my actions, 
as far as I can, to the publick good, and I always wiſh that 
the publick may flouriſh rather than my ſelf, aud wiſh 
that another may have this or that place or employment, 
rather than my ſelf, if he will manage it better, and 
be more uſeful to the publick. And from this Principie + | 
al ſo, I will even venture at or part with all to do real ſer- A 
vice to the publick, and am neither coverous nor timo- 14 
rous, where- ever the good of the publick is concerned. | 
And however in a matter of a Private concerament, l may i 
yield up my owa rights to pleaſe others; yer iu what 1 
the good of the public, either as to Church or State is j 
concerned in, I will by no means recede from my juſt 1 

[ 
| 
| 


rights out of any kind of fear or complaiſance; for in 
ſo doing I ſhould rob Poſtericy, 1 fhould rob not only 
my ſelf, bur all that I love moft, and rhat depend on 
me, and berray my truſt, and lay a Foundation for a- 
publick miſchief and ruin; and to be fure God will re- 
quire ſuch in juſtice ſeverely at my hands. 


— — 


r | 
An Earneſt Perſuaſive, to continue in the j 
Church of England. | 

( gee 1s my Belief, and ſuch is my Practice and Car- | 


the Church of England; and therefore I think a Man bur 
little underſtands Chriſtianity, or hath not any peaceable 
inclinations, tliat finds fault with ir, and that doth on a- | 
ny account ſeparate from it. = ; | 
Tor firſt, it is the Church, which is by all kind of Law- {| 
ful Authority Setled and Eſtabliſhed in our Nation. And 
therefore it there be any obedience due to any commands i 
of Governours in Church on State, Communion with the j 
Church eſtabliſhed here, is a Duty; unleſs a Man can | 
ſhew any expreſs Commands of God to the contrary, 
which a man will be ſo far from finding in — 
1 1 | that 


| 

riage according to the Doctrine and Commands of i 
| 

| 

| 
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that he will find much there to oblige him to continue 
in it. For where ever Government in general is eſta- 
blithed, and Obedience to Governours enjoyned, it ought 
to be reckoned as ſpoken of our Government or Gover- 
nours Ecclefiaſtical and Civil, as well as of any other in 
the World. 

Eut we are not only obliged to communicate with the 
Church, becauſe it is Eſtabliſhed among us, but becautc 
we ſee it hath all right to be Eſtablithed, as being 10 


agreeable to Scripturegthe Practice of all Antiquity,eſpe- 


cially the firſt and pureſt, is ſo well fitted ro anſwer the 
very end and deſigu ot a Church, aud purſues thoſe 
ends ſo fully, as well as that ic hath had a conſtanr im- 
memorial preſcription among us. For at the Reformation, 
we did not begin a new to frame and form our Church, 
bar kept the Etſentials of a Church which we found 
cſtablithed, and only corrected thoſe Errors, and refor- 


med thoſe Abuſes Which had by degrees and length of 


time, or eſpecially by rhe prevalency of the Bithop or 
Rome and his Agents, crepr 1n among us. For as we 
were not Converted at firſt trom Rome, fo nor did we ar 
nett recewe luck a Chriſttanicy as is now taught and 
practiſed ar Rome, but ſuch as is now eſtabliſhed in our 
Church. Nay we can ſnew that we were a ſetled Church 
be fore they came among us. They indeed brought a 
great many bad things among us, which we at laſt rhrew 
our, and in our Reform ition we departed from them 
anly in What they had departed from the true Church 
of Chriſt, and from themſelves in the firſt Ages, as our 
Canons fpeak. | 

So that our Reformation was neither a Schiſm, nor 
_ doth ir counrenance any Sch/ſnaticks, or excuſe any Se- 
Paracion from our ſelves, For we can ſnew that all that 
are born in theſe Countries, are more under the Eccletj- 
aſtical Government of theſe Countries, and more bound 
to Communicate with us, than we are under the Biſhop ot 
Rayne, or bound to communicate with him : And chey can 
never ſhew the like reaſons and grounds of their ſe para- 
ting, or difſenting from us in Dottrine or Diſcipline, as 
we can for our Believing and Acting otherwiſe than the 
Bighop af Rome doth, So that if any People, Born and 


Laptized 
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Baptized in any Church under Heaven, have a duty in- 
cumbent on them, and ought to continue in that Church, 
am ſure we in England have at leaſt ſo much as the 
have, or more. So that either there is no neceſſity of 
continuing in any Church in which Men are Born and 
Baprized, or there is a neceſſity for us to continue in 
our Church, 

Indecd we confeſs our caſe is on many accounts very 
hard, by reaſon of the ſeveral Adverſaries that we have 
on either hand; bur yet even this ſeems ſomewhat to 
ſpeak fox us, our Church being in this, like Vertue it ſelſ; 
which conſiſts in a mean, berween two extreams; or, as 
King Charles the Martyr expreſſed it, like our Bleſſed 
Saviour who was Crucified between two Thieves. For 


ſuch, and ſo different are our Adyerſaries, that what- 


ever we do, we are ſure to be blam'd and accuſed by 
one fide or other. But as Mr. Hooker, Dr. Falkner, and 
others, have abundantly made out the Lawfutneſs of all 
our Inſtitutions, ſo he that conſiders what oppoſition is 
made againſt us on every fide, and what proviſion we 
muſt make againit Objections, tho' of different and con- 
trary natures, will ſee the Prudence, and even neceſſity of 
whatever is enjoyned among us. | 
So v. gr. it is confeſſed, that by our retaining the 
Epiſcopa! Government in our Church we anger ſome; and 
yet if we had omitted, or rejected it, we had more in- 
jured our ſelves, and our cauſe, and more juſtly offend- 
ed others. | 
By our inſiſting ſo ſtrictly on our Ordinations, we are 
liable ro complaints from tome; and yet it we did ne- 
glect and not inſiſt on them, we ſhould ſubjeX our ſelvcs 
to juſter accuſations. Our having a Liturgy, diſplea- 
ſeth ſome; but if we had not had a Liturgy, we ſhould 
have anger'd more, and injured Religion. If we enjovn 
any thing, if it be but a rite or ceremony. in the Service 
of God, ſome blame us, and yer if we ſhould cnjoyn 
noching, bur leave all at liberty to do what they would, 
nothing could follow bur confuſion. The Ceremony of 
the Sign of the Croſs, ſome blame us for uſing it fo much, 
others blame us for uſing it no more. | 
So that all Mea muſt needs ſee that it is 1mpoſlible for 
| "G3 Fern e 
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us co live without offence. Our wiſeſt courſe therefore 
turely muſt be next to conſulting what is neceſſary for 
Religion, for us ſo to order things as to diſpleaſe leaſt, or 
ſeeing we cannot pleaſe all, yet to pleaſe ſome; eſpe- 
cially thoſe who ſeem to have more of reaſon on 
their fide, And this is the Rule which, I chink, we have 
exactly followed. For there is nothing in our Conſtituti- 
on, againſt which exceptions are taken by any, but what 


we have, out of Chriſtian Charity and Condeſcenſion 


retained or enjoyned, as far as we can, and as Chriſtianity 
allows, to ſatisfie and pleaſe ſome others of our ſcru- 
pulous Brethren, And I know no one thing, tho' rhe 
moſt plauſibly argued againſt by ſome, but would have 
been liable to greater objections if we had nor ordered it 
ſo. And therefore, I verily believe there is no Man that 
conſiders our ca ſe, puts himſelf in our place, and weigheth 
impartially Truth according to Scripture and Antiquity, 
and that would withall take care to provide againſt, and 

to avoid all the objections that this or that party of Men 
makes againſt us, but will ſee a plain neceſſity for our 
enjoyning and acting in every caſeas we do. 

Iam not therefore ſtartled ro ſee ſome on all ſides to 
oppoſe us, for I am ſenſible that it we ated otherwiſe 
than we do we ſhould render our ſelves liable to great- 

er Oppoſition aud Contradiction on one hand cr other, 
So for inſtance, if we uſed and inſiſted on more Cere- 
monies, our other Diſſenters would think they had wore 
uſt reaſon to complain: if we uſed not ſo many, the 
Church of Rome would have greater advantage againſt us, 
Beſides I confider, that nothing can be enjoyn'd, much 
leſs can a whole frame of things be laid, but that ſome 
People may take offence at ir, and objections may be raiſed 
againſt it. Therefore the Rule char we go by in our Church 


is this. Fir/t,we take care that nothing neceſſary be omir- 


ted, nor any thing untrue be taught, or unlawſul be enjoyn- 
ed, but that the whole frame of things may be ſo contri- 
ved, as fhall conduce moſt to the advancement of true De- 


verion, and the rational and decent Service of God, Go- 


verning our ſelves all along by the Scripture expounded 
elpeciaily by ancient practice; tor we would not have 
it aid chat we are luch a number of Meu as never were 

10 
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in the World before, but that we are ſuch, and ſo con- 


ſtituted as we are confident the primitive Martyrs and 


holy Men of old, would have joy ned in Communion with, 
we living by ſuch kind of Rules as they themſelves pra- 
ctiſed And then in the next place we conſult what 
will diſpleaſe others leaſt, or be leaſt liable ro miſtakes 
and objectons, for we comply with either fide as far as 
we can without forfeiting Truth, or laying our ſelves open 
to à juſt reproof and accuſation, And accordingly it is 
obſervable that ſome things we have abrogated, that 
were formerly practiſed by us, others we have changed 
and altered, and ſomething we have recalled and revi- 
ved, which was formerly omitted, and all this, as we 
deſigned to gain the more, and do the more good, tho 
fo uncharitable have our Ad verſaries been, as even to 
charge this on us as a fault, and pur a bad interpretati- 
on on this our ſo Chriſtian Condeſcenſion. | 

On ſeveral other ſuch Accounts do we juſtly think 
our Church very hardly uſed, Ir is generally very at- 
fe&ing ro complain, and People naturally pity them 
that faffer, whatever the Occaſion is, eſpeciallly it is 
popular to complain of what is eſtabliſned; it goes wich 
many for a ſign of Courage and of Conſcience, tor a Man 
to find faujr with the publick. Now the Church of Eng- 
land being by Law Eſtabliſhed, it can never want enemies 
for that very reaſon. If it be the Eſtabliſhed Religion, 
it muſt have Laws for its tence and ſecurity. Theſe Laws 
muſt have ſome kind of benalties to inforce them, or 
_ elſe they ſignifie nothing, If the Penalties are inflitted, 

it affords matter of complaint and clamour if they are 
not inflicted, yet they ſerve as well for Men to com plain 
of the ſeverity of the Laws againſt them, and ſo they 
are great gainers by theſe Laws: For it is popular to plead 
Perſecution, as well as advantageous not to ſuffer by it, 
Nay, our adverſaries gain Reputation againſt us ſome- 
times by their ſuffering, though the moſt juſtly. For if 
they ſuffer for Sedition, or Treaſon againſt rhe Site, 
They will give out, that they ſuffer for their own Reli- 
gion, and by our Religion; and this is often ſufficient to 


create pity towards themſelves, and incenſe Men againſt 


2 
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I mention all this, that Men may {ce the common 


grounds of clamour gun the Church,and may nor be ſur. 
priſed at it, nor tranſported againſt rhe Church, by reaſon 
of it. For you ſee, whilſt it is the eſtabliſhed Religion 

(which I hope in God it will for ever "ey it willand muſt be 
- expoſed to ſuch kind of difficulties and objections, which 
every Man muſt learn to conſider, and endeavour to pre- 

are and fortifie himſelf and others againſt. For indeed 
it hath no other objections lying againſt it, than will lie 
againſt the beſt frame of things in the World, if eſtabliſh- 
ed and made the National Religion. Of the beſt things in 
the World, Men may ſay, it doth not pleaſe them, they 
do not like it; but that ought not to go for an objection, 
unleſs they ſhew their reaſons of diſlike; and I think 
chat all the reaſons of diſlike which have been urged hi- 
therto, our Clergy have ſo fully anſwered, as to be ſuf- 
ficient to take away all ſcruples out of the minds of rational 
and unprejudiced Men. Some other objections have 
long lain on us, eſpecially that of our inclinableneſs to 
Popery, and that we wanted only an opportunity to 
ſhew our ſelves, and to bring it in. A few years ago ir 
was both in Sermons and printed Pamphlets daily thus 
propheſied concerning us; but I hope that all Men now ſee 


how little truth there is in this, and that the Clergy of 


England are no Friends to Popery. And yet if we conſult 
the beginnings of Separation among us, we ſhall find, 
that the Fear of our Clergies deſigning to bring in Po- 
pery, was the principal occaſion and motive to Separa- 
tion from us. And indeed whilſt thoſe fears laſted, there 
was ſome little ground for what they did, if their fears 
were real, (though ſtill they ought to have examined 
our Principles and not to have judged ſo ſeverely of us 
by way of Prophecy.) But now I muſt needs ſay, I 
think they are bound in Conſcience to return to. us,the 
very Foundation of their diſſenting and ſeparation be- 
ing taken away, or elſe they ſeem unexcuſable before 
God. For ſurely no conviction can be greater than this, 
which God hath now given of the Church of England's 
being no favourer of Popery. And I hope in Gad, that 
ſeeing the main objection is removed, they will have more 


of the peaceable Chriſtian in them, than to ſtudy for 


new Arguments to juſtifie their Separation. And 
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And on occafion of this Objection that lay ſo long a- 
galhſt us, I muſt for God's ſake beg of all Men to take 
heed, eſpecially of this kind of propherical Objections, 
that we will be, or we would be ſo or ſo, of this or that Par- 
ty, if we had an opportunity; For this is an Objection 
that is eaſily made, and yer is ſcarcely poſſible co be an- 
ſwered, and therefore is on all accounts the moſt un- 
chriſtian and worſt kind of ſlanders. Indeed in refe- 
rence to Popery, it hath pleaſed God in his wiſdom and 
goodneſs ro give us a full occaſion and opportunity to 
thew and clear our ſelves, and ro evidence the falſeneſs 
of that accuſation. But now if we ſhould be accuſed 
of being ſecretly Fews, Socinians, Mahometans, or the 
like, what poſſibility is there of our ſufficiently clearing 
our ſelves, unleſs rhey would chat God ſhould bring us in- 
to the ſame kind of Tryals as to thoſe Religions? Burl ſee 
not what occaſion there is for Men to be pur to Propheſie 
concerning us, the-Doftrine of the Church of England is 
as legible, and as eaſily underſtood as that of any other 
Church in the World. Every Man ſees what opinions 
the Clergy are of, for they ſubſcribe and aſlent to the 
Bock of Articles and Homilies, and to the Book of Com- 
mon- Er. per; many have aiio iome regard to the Articles 
of Anno 1640. They take Oarhs of Allegiance and Su- 
premacy, and the Teſt, renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, and 
other bad Doctrines and Practices of popery, and give all 
the Security that one Man can give another, of their re- 
ality and fincetiry as to what they profeſs. And now 
for Men to ſay, notwithſtand ing all this, that they are 
tecretly, and in their hearts otherwiſe affected, and to 
Propheſie that they will, when they have an opportunity, 
introduce ſome bad Doctrines or Practices, contrary 
to what they now profeſs is moſt highly contrary to 
Chriſtian Charity, is an Uſurping the place and prero. 
gatiye of God in judging of Mens thoughrs,; Nay more, 
it is a condemning, and executing Men before-hand, for 
what they will do, or at leaſt for what others think they 
will do afterwards : Which ſurely is the moſt ſevere and 
unjuſt way of procceding in the World. 

Let us then be conſtant and perſevering in the Pro- 

feſſion of Religion, and che Dotirines taught in This 
| | | Chur ch; 
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Church, and in the exerciſe of Devotions uſed and en- 
couraged in it. This is the way, by the bleſſing and f- 
fiſtance ot God, to keep our ſelves from falling into any 
evil Opinion and Fradice; whilſt we continue in it we 
are ſure we are in God's way, and ſo may hope for his 
bleſſing. On a ſtrict ſurvey of the State of Religion in 
the World, I am ſure I can find no particular Church, 
or number of Chriſtians, bur may have more ſaid a- 
gainſt it, than can be ſaid againſt che Church of England. 
We give to the Word of God its ſupream and Infallible 
Authority and Preeminence, and we give alſo to the 
Commands,and to the Inſtitutions and Practices of good 
and holy Men, their weight and reſpect and deference al- 
ſo, In the Worſhip and ſervice of God, we keep the 
mean between Superſtition or diſtracting gaudineſs, 
and roo great Indecency and ſlovenlineſs; between bur- 
thenſomneſs and multitude of Ceremonies, and a want 
of becoming carriage and reverence before God. All 
things that are neceſſary or uſeful, we find here enjoyn- 
ed,taught, and practiſed, aud this wichour the mixture 
of any thing thar is dangerous and hurt ful. We are con- 
fideud aad ſute of our own being in the right, but yet 
dare not condema adſoluiciy ail raar diger from us, 28 
 Reprobates; which though it is no excuſe rx ſecurity 
for chem that are in a bad way, yet it is a 11gn of our 
Charitable Chriſtian Temper. We received our Religion 
at firſt, as pure as any other Church; at length we found 
we had varied from the Truth, and then we retormed 
our ſelves as to Authority, as regularly as could be; no- 
thing being done among us by multitude or with tu. 
mult, but by Supream Authority of our Governours 
in Church and State, the King, Parliament, and Convo- 
cation, And the rule and method by which we went and 
guided our ſelves in our Reformation, was as good as 
was poſlible, Scripture, the Word of God, exactly and 
nicely examined, and eſpecially as it is expounded by 
the Primitive Church: and nothing was done or left un- 
done, but what was agreeable to both. And we ſtill de- 
fire to be tried and judged by the Scriprure, fo Inter- 
preted by the Ancients, For if we in any thing naow- 
differ from the Ancients, it is only in ſuch ſmall ching as 


in the Church of England. 77 
they did differ in from one another without breach of 
Unity, or in ſuch things as it is in the power of every Nati- 
onal Church to appoint or alter, in reference to its own 
particular caſes,and circumſtances. And ſo very well aſſu- 
red am I of this, that all I would deſire of the Enemies 
of our Church, is, that they would read the Ancient 
Fathers, or firſt Chriſtian Writers, efpecially in the 
firſt Ages of perſecution, and then defire them to judge 
according to the Rules by which the Ancient Church pro- 
ceeded, whether they do not in their Conſciences think, 
that thoſe good and holy Men, if they had lived now, 
would have maintained Communion with us, and re- 
jected Communion with them, and I dare be bound to 
ſtand to their own Verdi& and Judgment. And as this is 
a matter of great Comfort and Satisfaction to us, ſo 
methinks ro others, it muſt be but a'melancholy re- 
flection for them to find themſelves ſuch a kind of 
Chriſtians as never were, nor would have been born 
with in the World before. And as we were thus 
by good Authority, and by a good Rule modell'd at 
firſt, ſo I thank God I think I can truly ſay, that we 
have in a good meaſure carried our ſelves anſwerably to 
our excellent Religion. Perhaps Hiſtory cannot give 


us an inſtance of ſo many Men acting ſo honeſtly, pru- 


dently, and uniformly, againſt all Enemies on every fide 
and in the moſt diffieult Caſes, as rhe Members of our 
Church have done in this late conjuncture; they have 
had no conſideration of their own Intereſt or ſafety in 
compariſon ot their Dury. When our Clergy oppoſe 
Rome, we are ſure they do it purely for Conſcience ; 
for it would be vaſtly more for their Temporal Intereft, 
Power and Authority, to bring in aby 2 Whatever 
diſcouragement they have found, il Preach up, and 
perſuade Loyalty to the King; and by the Doctrine of 
Paſſive obedience to Temporal Authority, keep People 
from Rebellion, notwithſtanding they have ſo oſten 
been jeered and abuſed with it. But yet out of mo- 
deſty, ſeldom inſiſt on the obedience that is due to the 
Church and Eccleſiaſtical uthority, tho' there is as much 
obedience due to her, as even to the Church of Rome 
from her Members. And we may be ſure that God will 


vindicate 
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vindicate and require it as much, as if it were more 
imperiouſly inſiſted on. For Duty is not the leſs, but 
the more due, the greater the mildneſs, the forbear- 
ance, and the kindneſs is of them, to whom it ought 
to be paid. As St. Paul deſerved never the leſs reſpect 
and obſervance, though he did not uſe his Authority, 
nor take ſq much on him, as he might have done, as 
an Apoſtle of Chriſt; ſo truly a Chriſtian and Apoſtoli- | 
cal Carriage, and conduct in all theſe reſpects, cannot go 
without a moſt ſignat Bleſſing. | | 
And how poſſible ſoever ir is for Salvation to be had 
in other ways, yet we are much furer and fater here, 
than we can be in departing from it. This is the way 
that God expects we ſhould walk in, he having not only 
in his abundant Mercy placed us here, but alſo by all kind 
of Arguments recommended it to our Reaſon and Judg- 
ment. How unpardonable therefore muſt it be to leave 
this Church, how unjuſt to betray it, and not to main- 
rain it, by all the lawful means that we are able, how 
accountable to God and Man ſhall he be, that occaſions, 
contrives or yields to the ruin of it: 9815 
But by perſevering conſtantly in the Doctrines taught, 
and che Devotions practiſed in this Church, we thall 
"pleaſe God, adorn our Religion; eſtablith the Church, 
and ger a great and laſting Ble ſſing to our ſelves, which 
God of his infinite mercy grant, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. 7 715 63 | 


